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Dear Friends,

Last month Opera Orlando presented Die Fledermaus: The 
Revenge of the Bat at Dr. Phillips Center’s Walt Disney Theater. It 
was the first indoor, full operatic production in the United States 
since March 2020, and I can’t tell you how overjoyed we were 
to return to the theater. Producing Die Fledermaus was quite an 
exciting undertaking, and everyone at Opera Orlando worked hard 
to ensure that health and safety precautions were in place for all 
involved. And now, the work continues as we go from champagne 
bubbles to cookie crumbles and gingerbread as Opera Orlando  
continues its fifth anniversary celebrations. Hard to believe it has 
only been five years, but our growth has been tremendous, from 
just two small-scale productions in the Alexis & Jim Pugh Theater 
in 2016 to now with six major productions per season, three On 
the MainStage and three On the Town. We could not do it without 
you and your amazing support, patronage, and enthusiasm for 
this glorious art form. 

Hansel & Gretel is a fitting choice for this season as it was one of 
our most beloved productions from the past five years. It truly is 
an opera with a little something for everyone, from its lush score 
by Engelbert Humperdinck to everyone’s favorite witch. 

We have a full calendar of opera events and productions coming 
up as we kick off our On the Town series with the world premiere 
of Death of Ivan Ilych. On site at the Orlando Museum of Art, this 
special presentation includes drinks, appetizers, and dessert. 
We are also staying busy online with our new ENCORE! series 
allowing you to enjoy our MainStage productions from the safety 
of your home if you are not yet be able to join us in the theater or 
if you just want to see the show one more time. Either way, we are 
more grateful than ever to be back producing art, and presenting 
live theater for us all to enjoy. As always, see you at The Opera ... 
or see you ONLINE at The Opera!

Gabriel Preisser, executive director
Opera Orlando

http://www.operaorlando.org


Opera Orlando Ambassadors are a devoted group of opera supporters and 
fans who enjoy friendship and fellowship at special events throughout the 

season. Ambassadors host informative luncheons leading up to productions 
and present “Behind the Curtain” events to acquaint audiences with performers, 

themes, and the creative process.

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
INDIVIDUAL  |  For a contribution of $50 or more, you automatically become an

Ambassador at the individual level. 
FAMILY  |  For a contribution of $75 or more, you and one other member of your

household can become Ambassadors. 
EDUCATOR/STUDENT  |  Educators and students can become Ambassadors for a donation

of $20 with proof of school affiliation. In addition to Ambassador benefits listed below, they will 
also receive notifications for student rush tickets and invitations to attend final dress rehearsals. 

Memberships run annually from July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021.

DONATE & BECOME AN AMBASSADOR TODAY!

There is no better way to make an
impact than to become part of the
Opera Orlando family yourself.
Become an Ambassador!
www.operaorlando.org
(407) 512-1900  |  info@operaorlando.org

The Forte Society is a diverse and engaged group of young 
professionals who have a passion for the arts, social and 

professional networking, and fellowship with other like-
minded individuals in Central Florida. Ambassadors are

invited to join the Forte Society at no additional cost. 

https://operaorlando.org/ambassadors


Be  t ransported  across  history ,  t ime ,  and  space  through  a  powerfu l

score  celebrat ing  love ,  l i fe ,  and  the  possibi l i t ies  of  a  new  world .

February  4  -  21

CFCArts  Black  Box  Theatre

Catch the first CFCArts shows of 2021

CFCArts.com/Events

From  Duke  El l ington  and  Count  Basie  to  Ray  Char les  and  Stev ie

Wonder . . .  Celebrate  the  people  and  moments  that  created  jazz .

Sunday ,  February  21  at  3pm

Apopka  Amphitheater

December 10, 2019 - April 12, 2020

R O B E R T  R E E D Y

R E V I V A LR E V I V A L

11.03 .2020  -  04 .11 .2021

Visit our virtual exhibition 
at polasek.org!

https://cfcarts.com/
http://polasek.org 


407.734.4444  | sundanceusa.com

Proudly supports  
Opera Orlando.

Sundance
IS HONORED
TO SUPPORT

We continue to proudly support our community 
and strive to be an innovative valued partner, 

delivering design, print, direct mail, large format, 
packaging and label solutions.

Call today to schedule your
FREE Marketing Evaluation!

https://sundanceusa.com/


STEINWAY PIANO GALLERY
Orlando

We are proud to support 
OPERA ORLANDO

520 W. Hwy. 436 #1140 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 

407-339-3771 
SteinwayOrlando.com

Steinway & Sons is the official piano of  Opera Orlando.

http://steinwayorlando.com


music by Engelbert Huperdinck
libretto by Adelheid Wette

English translation by Constance Bache

Sung in English with English supertitles

Friday | January 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday | January 30 at 2 p.m.

Saturday | January 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday | January 31 at 2 p.m.

Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts
ALEXIS & JIM PUGH THEATER

Robin Jensen, conductor
Grant Preisser, stage director

featuring musicians from the
Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra

and the
Opera Orlando Youth Company

orchestra reduction by John Longstaff

presented by



http://gardentheatre.org
http://winterparkplayhouse.org


www.operaorlando.org

April 1 & 3, 2021
Walt Disney Theater

http://operaorlando.org/carmen


A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Composer Engelbert Humperdinck and librettist Adelheid Wette crafted a timeless message of faith and 
family with their interpretation of Hansel & Gretel. They have artfully balanced humor and heart with peril and 
fright as the two siblings lose themselves in the dark and unknown wood. There is a happy ending, of course. 
However, it comes with a moral and some real lessons learned for each of the characters. Lessons we should 
all learn or be reminded of in our own lives.

Who can’t relate to a family struggling to make ends meet, parents trying to do the best they can for their 
children with little or nothing to offer?  Who hasn’t had a sibling relationship or friendship with its share of 
ups and downs, one minute best friends, the next at each other’s throats? Who hasn’t been in a dark or dire 
situation, feeling lost and desperately needing to find a way through it? In situations like these, it would be so 
easy to give in to fear and insecurity, especially when you can’t see the forest for the trees, but it is exactly 
these situations that truly define and shape us. 

It would be a much different story if Hansel and Gretel surrendered to their doubts and remained paralyzed 
by fear. However, they hearken back to their father’s adage, “When past bearing is our grief, God the Lord will 
send reilef,” and choose bravery and faith instead. They rely on each other to persevere and find their way 
back home, a home that they can now appreciate more than they ever could before. 

Navigating this murky path we call life is always better when you have someone traveling along with you, even 
if it is just your bratty younger brother. Let us take a lesson from our heroic duo and focus on faith, support, 
and love as we look forward to 2021, and hopefully, coming out of this forest of a pandemic, back to a home 
of warmth, community, and plenty of candy, cookies, and cake!

Grant Preisser, artistic director
Opera Orlando



A NOTE ON THE COMPOSITION

Engelbert Humperdinck was born in 1854 in Siegburg in the Rhine Province. 
His parents disapproved of his plans for a career in music, encouraging him to 
study architecture. Nevertheless, he began taking music classes at the Cologne 
Conservatory in 1872. In 1876, he won a scholarship that enabled him to continue 
his studies in Munich. In 1879, he won the first Mendelssohn Award, given by the 
Mendelssohn Stiftung, which he used to travel to Italy. There he had the great 
fortune to meet Richard Wagner, who had been exiled in Naples. Wagner invited 
Humperdinck to join him in Bayreuth, and during 1880 and 1881 Humperdinck 
assisted in the production of Wagner’s Parsifal.

Humperdinck’s reputation rests chiefly on his opera Hänsel und Gretel, which he 
began working on in Frankfurt while a professor at the Hoch Conservatory. He 
first composed four songs to accompany a puppet show his nieces were giving 
at home. Then, using a libretto by his sister Adelheid Wette loosely based on 
the version of the fairy tale by the Brothers Grimm, he composed a singspiel of 
sixteen songs with piano accompaniment and connecting dialogue. By January 
1891 he had begun working on a complete through-composed orchestration. With 
its highly original synthesis of Wagnerian elements and traditional German folk 
songs, Hänsel und Gretel premiered in Weimar on December 23, 1893, under the 
baton of Richard Strauss. It was an immediate and overwhelming success.

On September 26, 1921 Humperdinck attended a performance of Carl Maria von Weber’s Der Freischütz. 
He suffered a heart attack during the performance and died the next day. The Berlin State Opera performed 
Hänsel und Gretel in his memory a few weeks later. Hänsel und Gretel remains Humperdinck’s most popular 
work. In 1923 the Royal Opera House in London chose it for their first complete radio opera broadcast. Eight 
years later, it was the first opera transmitted live from the Metropolitan Opera and continues to be a perennial 
favorite of opera houses in the holiday season. 

Engelbert Humperdinck (1854 -1921)



ALL PROFITS ENDOW ROLLINS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS.

Located just a block off Park Avenue at 
300 E. New England Ave., Winter Park, FL 32789

407.998.8090 or visit thealfondinn.com

The Art of Hospitality 
The Alfond Inn, Florida’s top rated boutique hotel, is located in the heart of charming  

Winter Park, just 15 minutes from downtown. Ranked one of the top hotels in Florida 
in the Conde Nast Traveler 2019 Readers’ Choice Awards, the AAA Four Diamond hotel 

 

features 112 beautifully appointed guestrooms and is within walking distance 
 

of great shopping, upscale restaurants, museums and parks.

We look forward to welcoming you at our award winning restaurant, 
Hamilton’s Kitchen. (open 7 days a week) 

 

Choreography by  
Jorden Morris

In the spirit of the  
Moulin Rouge of Paris 

February 11-14, 2021Dancers: Anamarie McGinn (USA),

Blair Bagley (USA),

Isabella Mendez (USA),

Adam Boreland (USA)
 
Photography by Michael Cairns 2020  

MOULIN ROUGE® is a registered trademark of Moulin Rouge S.A.

ANNUAL PARTNERS

Elizabeth Morse
Genius Foundation

The Bert W. Martin  
Foundation

Marc & Sharon Hagle
Charitable Operating

Foundation Trust

Keith McIntyre & 
 Richard Skaggs

Lanier & La Voyce Porter
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https://www.drphillipscenter.org/events/tickets/2021/moulin-rouge-the-ballet/
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Feb. 8, 2021 at 7 p.m.

SYMPHONY STORYTIME SERIES 

CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS
Feb. 20, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
Feb. 21, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.

D I S C O V E R  T H E  S E A S O N 
AT  ORLANDOPHIL .ORG .
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https://www.rosenplaza.com/dining-with-the-stars-qr-code-menu/


SYNOPSIS

Once upon a time in the Black Forest …

Hansel and Gretel are busy at home, playing when they 
should be doing their chores. Dancing and singing, they 
are surprised by their Mother, who is angry that they have 
not gotten any work done. At her wit’s end, she kicks 
the children out into the woods to gather strawberries, 
the only food they will have for dinner that night. As 
the children narrowly escape their Mother’s wrath, their 
Father returns home. He brings food and treats that he 
bought from selling his brooms. In a celebratory mood, 
he asks where the children have gone, and Mother tells 
him that she has sent them into the woods. Terrified 
for them, he sings of the Witch who haunts the forest. 
Now rightly worried for their children, they head into the 
woods together to find Hansel and Gretel.

Deep in the woods and having gathered a good number 
of strawberries, Hansel and Gretel can’t fight their hunger 
any more and eat everything they have collected. Full, 
sleepy, and nervous about going home, the children 
realize they have lost their way. As it gets darker, they get more and more frightened by the forest, until the 
Sandman takes pity on them and enchants them to sleep.

The next morning the Dew Fairy comes to wake the children, who find themselves in front of the most 
fantastic gingerbread house they could have ever imagined. Greedy for the candy and treats, they eagerly 
start to eat the house, unaware that it is where the Witch lives. The Witch takes them by surprise, putting a 
spell on them and trapping them so she can fatten them up. Ready to put them both in the oven, the Witch 
enlists Gretel’s help. However, Gretel has other plans and instead pushes the Witch in the oven, rescuing 
herself and her brother. Mother and Father finally find Hansel and Gretel, and the family is reunited at last.

WORTH A WATCH

1981 Production available from Duetsche Grammaphon
Edita Gruberova (Gretel)

Brigitte Fassbaender (Hänsel)
Hermann Prey (Father)

Helga Dernesch (Mother)
Sena Jurinac (Witch)

Norma Burrowes (Sandman)
Elfriede Hobarth (Dew Fairy)

Wiener Philharmoniker
conducted by Sir Georg Solti     directed by August Everding

Opera Orlando’s Hansel & Gretel
On the MainStage at Dr. Phillips Center  |  December 2018



CAST (in order of appearance)

Gloria Palermo
Kyaunnee Richardson

Cass Panuska
Torlef Borsting
Robyn Rocklein

Melony West

HANSEL
GRETEL
MOTHER
FATHER *
WITCH +
SANDMAN / DEW FAIRY

YOUTH ENSEMBLE

Jayna Bailey
Gabriel Gutensohn

Cooper Labelle
Daniella Labelle
Carys Williams

* cover Andrew Thomas Pardini
+ cover Meghan Hone



Youth Company Director
Rehearsal Pianist

Production Manager
Stage Manager

Scenic Designer
Costume Designer

Hair & Makeup Designer
Lighting Designer

Props Designer
Video Producer

PRODUCTION TEAM

Robin Jensen
Julie Tompkins
Michelle Engleman
Stephanie Canada
Grant Preisser
Kim Welborn
Rocco Gaglioti, Jr.
Nate Wheatley
Johnmichael Bohach
Image in a Nation

The ENCORE! presentation of Hansel & Gretel is graciously underwritten
by the Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation.

Assistant Stage Manager
Wardrobe Supervisor

Hair & Makeup Assistant
Lighting Assistant
Technical Director
Master Carpenter

Props Carpenter
Scenic Artist
Scenic Artist

Supertitles

Emily DeNardo
Caitlin Durrance
MeLissa Duran
Heather Sladick
James Erwin
Tyler Thomas
E Ward
Heidi Kneisl
Sarah Taylor
Laura Zalneraitis

A capital contribution from Dr. Phillips Charities named Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts
in perpetuity to honor Dr. P. Phillips and his family’s legacy.



WORLD PREMIERE
in partnership with Thompson Street Opera Company

February 19 & 21, 2021
Orlando Museum of Art Grand Gallery 

PIANO WORKSHOP

April 24, 2021
Mead Gardens | The Grove

May 21 & 23, 2021
Harriett’s Orlando Ballet Centre

https://operaorlando.org/opera-on-the-town
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THE ARTISTS

GLORIA PALERMO  |  Hansel
HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Ida, Die Fledermaus: The Revenge of the Bat, 2020
Wowkle, The Girl of The Golden West, 2020

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Carmen, Carmen Suite - Russian Ballet (FL)
Bradamante, Alcina - University of Southern California
Flora, La Traviata - Aspen Music Festival (CO)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Mercédès, Carmen - Opera Orlando

graciously sponsored by Jonathan & Krista Ledden

KYAUNNEE RICHARDSON  |  Gretel
HOMETOWN: Miami Gardens, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Adele, Die Fledermaus: The Revenge of the Bat, 2020

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Alice Allegretto/Dr. Marigold, The Amazing Adventure of Alvin Allegretto
             Orchestra Miami
Nella, Gianni Schicchi, Opera Fusion (FL)
Clara, Porgy and Bess, South Florida Symphony Orchestra

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Frasquita, Carmen, Opera Orlando 
Calpurnia, The Secret River, Opera Orlando

graciously sponsored by Larry & Susan Costin

CASS PANUSKA *  |  Mother
HOMETOWN: Deland, FL

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Rose, The Little Prince - First Coast Opera (FL) canceled due to COVID-19
Flora, The Computer Kid’s Magic Night - Solo Opera (CA)

graciously sponsored by Jonathan & Krista Ledden



TORLEF BORSTING  |  Father
HOMETOWN: Deland, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Sonora, The Girl of the Golden West, 2020
Count Almaviva, The Marriage of Figaro, 2019

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Leporello, Don Giovanni - Indianapolis Opera
Man on the Train, Stonewall - New York City Opera
Germont, La Traviata - Livermore Vally Opera (CA)

graciously sponsored by Elizabeth Conklin

ROBYN ROCKLEIN *  |  Witch
HOMETOWN: Venice, FL

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Santuzza, Cavalleria Rusticana - Sarasota Festival of Vocal Arts
Adalgisa, Norma - St. Petersburg Opera
Elizabeth Proctor, The Crucible - Arizona Opera Theatre

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Soloist, Women of Note - Sarasota Artist Series Concerts
Soloist, Who’s Afraid of Hugo Wolf? - Sarasota Music Archive Concerts
Soloist, Qol Quartet in Concert - Peace River Presbyterian Church
      & Pelican Pointe, FL

graciously sponsored by Frank & Mary Doherty

MELONY WEST *  |  Sandman / Dew Fairy
HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Chorus, Amahl and the Night Visitors - Opera Orlando
Chorus, Carmen - Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra
Shepherd Boy, Tosca - Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra

UPCMOING ENGAGEMENTS
Chorus, Carmen - Opera Orlando

THE ARTISTS

* OPERA ORLANDO DEBUT



FEBRUARY 17 - MARCH 21, 2021

TICKETS: ORLANDOSHAKES.ORG

Before Billie, Ella, Tina, or Beyoncé, there was... Josephine.
This criticalThis critically-acclaimed, off-Broadway musical combines cabaret, theater, and dance to tell 
the story of the iconic Josephine Baker, the first African American international superstar 
and one of the most remarkable figures of the 20th Century. The 1930s luminary pushed 
the boundaries of race, gender, and sexuality, while living an extraordinary life as her most 
authentic self. Josephine is a brilliant, one-woman tour de force that celebrates Josephine’s 
life journey, while highlighting her most famous acts, from songs like “Blue Skies” and “La Vie 
en Rose,” to the dance routine that established her stardom, the danse sauvage, also known 
as the banana dancas the banana dance.

Enjoy an outdoor, burlesque musical sensation under the (socially distanced) courtyard tent.

https://www.orlandoshakes.org/show/josephine/


PRODUCTION TEAM

ROBIN JENSEN  |  music director
HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Director, Opera Orlando Youth Company
Music Director, The Girl of the Golden West, 2020
Conductor, Noye’s Fludde, 2019
Conductor, Hansel & Gretel, 2018
Music Director, Brundibar, 2017

GRANT PREISSER  |  stage director & scenic designer
HOMETOWN: Chicago, IL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Stage Director, Die Fledermaus: The Revenge of the Bat, 2020
Stage Director, All is Calm, 2019
Stage Director, Hansel & Gretel, 2018

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Stage Director, Frida - Opera Steamboat (CO)
Stage Director, Così fan tutte - Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra (NY)
Stage Director, Alcina - University of Michigan

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Stage Director, Death of Ivan Ilych (world premiere) - Opera Orlando
Scenic Designer, Carmen - Opera Orlando

KIM WELBORN  |  costume designer
HOMETOWN: Rockledge, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Costume Designer, The Marriage of Figaro (2019)
Costume Designer, Pagliacci/Pulcinella (2019)
Costume Designer, Tales of Hoffman (2018)

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Costume Designer, Little Women - Opera in the Ozarks (AR)
Costume Designer, Abduction from the Seraglio - Opera in the Ozarks (AR)
Costume Designer, Don Pasquale - Vero Beach Opera (FL)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Costume Designer, Cendrillon - Opera in the Ozarks (AR)
Costume Designer, Lucia de Lammermoor - Opera in the Ozarks (AR)
Costume Designer, The Magic Flute - Opera in the Ozarks (AR)



PRODUCTION TEAM

NATE WHEATLEY  |  lighting designer
HOMETOWN: Kansas City, MO

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Lighting Designer, Die Fledermaus: The Revenge of the Bat, 2020
Lighting Designer, All is Calm, 2019

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Lighting Designer, Alcina - Pittsburgh Opera (PA)
Lighting Designer, Candide - Des Moines Metro Opera (IA)
Lighting Designer, Don Giovanni - Florida Grand Opera

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Lighting Designer, Platée - Des Moines Metro Opera (IA)
Lighting Designer, Fellow Travelers - Des Moines Metro Opera (IA)

ROCCO GAGLIOTI JR. *  |  hair & makeup designer
HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

PREVIOUS & CONTINUING ENGAGEMENTS
Makeup Artist/Supervisor - Universal Studios Orlando
Key Makeup Artist, Ghosts of The Ozarks - HCT Media
IATSE Local 798 Makeup Artist 

JOHNMICHAEL BOHACH *  |  props designer
HOMETOWN: Pittsburgh, PA

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Freelance Scenic Designer, various companies - Pittsburgh (PA)
Props Coordinator - Pittsburgh Opera (PA)
Scenic & Props Designer - Opera Steamboat (CO)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Scenic Designer, Dance Nation - Pittsburgh Playhouse (PA)
Scenic Designer, Local Singles - New Hazlett Theatre CSA project (PA)
Scenic Designer, A Man of No Importance - Front Porch Theatricals (PA)

* OPERA ORLANDO DEBUT



Rachel Jolley
Cooper Labelle

Daniella Labelle
Elsa Mejeur

Jurrien Mejeur
Aaliyah Montane-Moran

Diya Somnali
Adria Velez

Brooke Weiner
Carys Williams

Youth Ensemble audio tracks recorded at Timucua Arts Foundation
Benoit Glazer, recording engineer

Jayna Bailey
Collette Baum
Savannah Brown
Noelani Ernst
Mary Eshleman
Jude Frazier
Gabriel Gutensohn
Judah Hone
Katherine Hone

OPERA ORLANDO
YOUTH COMPANY

FIRST VIOLIN
Annabelle Gardiner

The Lynn and Charles Steinmetz Chair

SECOND VIOLIN
Alexander Stevens, principal

VIOLA
Mauricio Céspedes-Rivero, principal

CELLO
Ronald Gardiner, principal

BASS
Don-Michael Hill, principal

In Partnership with UCF

CLARINET
Nikolay Blagov, principal

The Mary and Frank J. Doherty Chair

BASS CLARINET
Calvin Falwell

HORN
Vincent Kiray, principal

ORCHESTRA
featuring musicians from the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra

PIANO
Robin Jensen

LIBRARIAN
Simone Silé



Broadway United Methodist Church
Creative City Project
Insomnia Cookies

Orlando Health
Timucua Arts Foundation

Orlando Ballet
Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra

Sundance Printing
Aloft Hotel

Todd Weaver
Benoit Glazer

Elizabeth Conklin
Larry & Susan Costin
Frank & Mary Doherty

Jonathan & Krista Ledden
Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts Staff & Production Crew

Opera Orlando Youth Company Parents

All the many volunteers who help bring
the splendor of opera to Central Florida.

SPECIAL THANKS



EXPERIENCE
MATTERS

Proud to support Opera Orlando,
since the beginning.

Attorneys at Law  |  BoginMunns.com  |  Of�ices Orlando

Residential & Commercial Real Estate  |  Family Law
Business Law  |  Wills & Probate  |  Intellectual Property

Immigration  |  Litigation

https://www.boginmunns.com/
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private dinner w/ executive & artitsic director 

lunch with MainStage artist  

lunch/golf w/ executive director  

attend the board of directors annual meeting   

exclusive MainStage artist cocktail parties   

attend MainStage dress rehearsals    

backstage tour of the production     

attend fall Studio Artist dinner party      

lunch/bridge  w/ development director      

company coffee mug & tote bag       

attend opening night after parties        

receive exclusive company emails & offers          

company t-shirt & name tag         
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DONOR BENEFITS



OPERA ORLANDO DONORS
current through January 18, 2021

DIRECTORS CIRCLE ($25,000.00 and UP)
John & Audrey Ruggieri
Frank & Mary Doherty *
Orange County Arts and Cultural Affairs 
Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation 

PRODUCERS CIRCLE ($10,000.00 to $24,999.00)
26 Health
Central Florida Foundation Inc
The Dr. P Phillips Foundation
Fairwinds Credit Union
Ginsburg Family Foundation
Ellen Guenette *
Johnathan & Krista Ledden *
Swantje & Mitch Levin
State of Florida Arts and Cultural Affairs 

ARTIST PATRONS SOCIETY ($5,000.00 to $9,999.00)
Elizabeth Brothers
Elizabeth Nerius Conklin *
Phil & Diane Carollo
Dr. Phillips Charities *
Gracia Belle Livingston Foundation Inc
Ruth Ann & Stephen F Heller Md
Patrick & Audrey Knipe
Sharon Molthen
City of Orlando
Mary Palmer *
John Parker & Deede Sharpe *
Scott & Elaine Taylor
Sundance Group LLC
City of Orlando Mayor’s Matching Grant
Lawrence & Nancy Wagers

BRAVO SOCIETY ($2,500.00 to $4,999.00)
Bogin, Munns, & Munns 
Sherry Bremer *
Kathy Cressey *
Friends of Casa Feliz
Bea Hoelle Hawes
Janet Marguerite Mackey
Angie Ritti*
Ann & Bill Wallace

BENEFACTOR SOCIETY ($1,500.00 to $2,499.00)
Anonymous

Russell P. Allen
Cheryl Belfy & Eric Schwab

Randolph Fields
Charles & Jane Gibbons *

Chevalier Lovett & Kyle Petteway
Julia & Ante Rudez *

Universal Orlando Foundation *
University of Central Florida Foundation

Matthew Umbers
John T Wettach Jr. & Amy Lowndes *

Shelburn & Rita Wilkes

PARTNER ($1,000.00 to $1,499.00)
Steven P. Clawson

Beryl Colbourn
Carolyn G Coleman *

Laurence & Susan Costin
Kathie & Charles Horman

Chris Kampmeier *
The Labelle Family

Helen Hall Leon *
Alexander & Cynthia Mackinnon

Nancy McClure
Mark Neidig
Valerie Read
Mildred Ruff

Carol Ducas & Joseph Sapora *
Jim & Pat Schroeder *

David Smuckler
Dennis Sobeck *

Elinor & George Taylor
Joan & Harry Travis *

Leila Trismen
Bickley Wilson

Armand & Alison Zilioli

SUSTAINER ($500.00 to $999.00)
Marilyn Abrahamson

David Brancato
Robert Brigham

Hans & Christine Bucheli *
Jason Chilton



Lucia Crapps
Drusilla Farwell Foundation
Duke Energy Foundation
Phil & Elizabeth Eschbach
Robert Gill *
Jim & Freddi Goodrich
Carol & James Griffin *
Janice Gruber
Debbie Halye
Rachel Heimovics & Matitahu Braun
Anita & Gernot Köhler
Magge Lakshmi
Judith & Sam Lee *
Michael Mennello
Blair & Diane Murphy
Robin Murphy
Aaron Penfield
Darbee & David Percival
Diane Sandquist *
Eileen Schein *
Cynthia Tomlinson *
Nadine Tyler *

FRIEND ($250.00 to $499.00)
Constance Brand
Susan & Larry Bright/Stevenson *
Thomas Brodrick *
Gerald & Sandra Dooley
Elinor Greenway *
Beatrice Hancock *
Georgiana & Adrian Havill
Donna Hoffman *
Judith Koisars
John H Martin Jr
Ruth McDaniel *
Carol Meijer
Ada Jo Miller *
Kathleen & Steven Miller
Margaret Miller
Judith & Gene Patrizzi
Gabriel & Christina Preisser
Presbyterian Retirement Communities
Barbara Robbinson *
Joy Roney*
Teresa Rowan *
Richard & Irene Sandler
The Walt Disney Company Foundation

Theatre Winter Haven
Judith H. Thompson

Catherine Moss Warner *

AMBASSADOR ($100.00 to $249.00)
Jacqueline Abrams
Lindsay & Dan Abt *

Nicholas Ali *
Amazon Hose & Rubber *

Phillip Anderson *
Cetin Aygen

Frank Barber
Michael Barber
Barnes & Noble

Carolyn Blice
Sandra Blossey

Claudia & Whitney Breese
Betty Gale Case *

Rafael Castillo *
Pamela Ceglinski

Cathy Ciullo
Sharon & Paul Conway
Richard & Mickey Cook

Angela Corallo *
Ceme & Jim Curley *

Anne Curtis
Francie Dear

Judith Duda & Bud Weber
Alecia Dupont

Judith Elliott
Patricia Engelhardt

George Fender
Nancy Flaherty

Lawrence & Alice Fortunato *
Ann Fox

Maria Frasca *
Joshua Garrick *

Beverly Gawlik
Sheila Greenspoon *

Donna Gropper * 
Barbara Grossman

David Gurney
Anonymous

Robert Harper *
Sandra Hults *

Eve Irene
Howard Jaffe *



LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS
Carol Stanley Fenner

Deede Sharpe & John Parker
Sherry Bremer 

Elizabeth Brothers
Ellen Guenette (in Memory of Irwin Nebelkopf) 

George Fender
Germaine Bruyere Haserot

Judi Thompson
Nancy Phipps

Regina Pasche
Rita & Shelburn Wilkes

Steve & Kathy Miller
Suze & Heinz Rehfuss

Remembering Opera Orlando in your estate plans 
is a thoughtful way to be a part of opera’s enduring 

legacy. Direct your bequest or charitable planned 
gift to Opera Orlando and be a part of Opera 

Orlando’s Legacy Society.

Our donors truly are our life force and
serve as Ambassadors for the Opera. Opera 

Orlando is thrilled to recognize its esteemed 
and cherished donors. We encourage donor 

participation at any level.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING SUPPORT

Karen & Scott Jennemann *
Pamela Johnson
Eliza & Matthew Juliano
Ashley Keoppel
Vincent Laruffa
Jade & Jodi Lewis *
Stuart Lilie *
Henry & Grady McClendon
James & Susan McKenna *
Congressman John Mica *
Lois Mills *
Irene Morrissee
Ann Hicks Murrah *
Donna & Bruce Mylrea *
Karen S Naylor
Paul Oppedisano *
Ginny Osborne *
Limo Palla 
Beverly Paulk *
Ronald & Reta Peterson *
Daniel & Lesley Podberesky
Geraldine Preisser
Francisco & Patricia Santelli *
Mark Sforzini
Charles & Faith Simmons *
Charles & Rebecca Sloan
Susan & Terry Speicher *
Sigrid Stockhammer
Phillip & Melissa Sublette
Stella Sung *
Joan L Sussman
Roderic & Jackie Sward *
Alissa Torres *
Michael & Bette Anne Tuttle *
Lizette Valarino
Brian Vencill
Barbara Waits
Robert & Mary Jane Wakefield
Carolyn & James Wolf
Mark Wright-Ahern

* United Arts Donor



Business
Continuity

Managed 
IT Services

Key
Consulting

Cloud
Solutions

Internet/Data
Management

Phone
Solutions

Providing professional IT services for over 10 years. 

407.288.8228
www.msgrouponline.com

Winter Park / Maitland

http://www.msgrouponline.com


 
WWW.UNITEDARTS.CC/OPERAOR�ANDO

OPERA ORLANDO IS A PROUD PARTNER OF THE

2021 COLLABORATIVE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ARTS.

 

SUPPORT LOCAL ARTS AND CULTURE BY 

DONATING TODAY AND HELP US REACH OUR GOAL!

 
C�IC� ON T�IS AD TO DONATE AND �AVE YOUR DONATION 

TO OPERA OR�ANDO 	ATC�ED AT 15% �Y UNITED ARTS!



in
fo

@
op

er
ao

rla
nd

o.
or

g 
 | 

 (4
07

) 5
12

-1
90

0 
 | 

 w
w

w
.o

pe
ra

or
la

nd
o.

or
g

OPERAORLANDO
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John T. Wettach Jr., president
Sherry Bremer, vice president

Aaron Penfield, 2nd vice president
Nancy Wagers, recording secretary

Kathy Cressey, treasurer

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

EMERITUS BOARD MEMBERS

Russell P. Allen, development director
Robin Jensen, education director

Michelle Engleman, production manager
Sarah Purser, studio artist program director

Carol Stuckey, financial controller
Debra Beardsley,  social media coordinator

Juliana Toloy-Stanton, administrative intern
Ashley Magill, staff assistant

Susan Speicher, editor-at-large

YOUTHCOMPANY
STAFF

Robin Jensen, founder and director
Javon Stonewall, manager

Timothy Williams, acting coach
Amado Bobadillo, vocal improvisation/composer

OPERAORLANDO
STAFF

Gabriel Preisser, executive director
Grant Preisser, artistic director

Beatriz Ramirez, managing director

Frank Paul Barber
Frank Doherty
Alecia DuPont

Josh Garrick
Vince Laruffa

Chevalier Lovett
Luis Mercado
Kristen Noble

John Parker
Angie Ritti
Julia Rudez
Deede Sharpe
Lizette Valarino
Gayle Wirtz
Mark Wright
Armand Zilioli, M.D.

Marilyn Abrahamson
Patricia Engelhardt

Ann Fox
Bea Hancock

Judy Lee

Carol Meijer
Dr. Margaret Miller
Barbara Robbinson
Judith Thompson
Rita Wilkes

This project is funded in part by United Arts of Central Florida,
home of OrlandoAtPlay.com and UAArtsEd.com,

and by Orange County Government through
the Arts & Cultural Affairs Program

Opera Orlando Inc. is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Contributions and gifts are fully tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

OPERAORLANDO
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Mark Campbell 
Pulitzer Prize-winning opera librettist

David Devan 
general director & president  |  Opera Philadelphia

Thomas Potter 
head of voice faculty  |  University of Central Florida

Brian Staufenbiel 
creative director  |  Opera Parallèle

Bryce West
philanthropist  |  Bryce L. West Foundation

Darren K. Woods
general director | Seagle Music Colony

THANKS! OPERAORLANDO 2020-21 SEASON
SPONSORS & PARTNERS

BROADWAY
UNITED METHODIST

mailto:info%40operaorlando.org?subject=
http://operaorlando.org

