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Friday  |  March 31, 2023 at 7:30 p.m.

ROSSINI’S
THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT
+
PUCCINI’S
GIANNI SCHICCHI
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407.734.4444  | sundanceusa.com

Proudly supports  
Opera Orlando.

Sundance
IS HONORED
TO SUPPORT

We continue to proudly support our community 
and strive to be an innovative valued partner, 

delivering design, print, direct mail, large format, 
packaging and label solutions.

Call today to schedule your
FREE Marketing Evaluation!
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For tickets and more information
www.OperaOrlando.org  

FRIDAY  |  May 19, 2023 at 7:30 p.m.
SUNDAY  |  May 21, 2023 at 2 p.m.

Harriett’s Orlando Ballet Centre
1600 N Lake Formosa Drive  |  Orlando, FL

STEINMETZ 
HALL

OPERA ON THE TOWN

FRIDAY  |  April 21, 2023 at 7:30 p.m.
SUNDAY  |  April 23, 2023 at 2 p.m.

www.DrPhillipsCenter.org  |  (407) 839-0119 ext. 0

OPERA ON THE MAINSTAGE

TICKETS 

START AT
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DEAR FRIENDS:

Welcome to Bella Collina! Who knew that Tuscany was just a 30-minute 
drive from Orlando? We fell in love with Bella Collina about three 
years ago when we were invited to do a site visit here by our friends 
at Montverde Academy. Little did we know that we were visiting one 
of the premiere wedding venues in Central Florida, nor did we even 
consider before the visit that we would present an opera here. But, after 
that fortuitous meeting, we were so totally blown away by the incredible 
views and spectacular architecture that we just knew we had to present 
something here. But what?

The first thing we were struck by was that this picturesque location is reminiscent of 
an Italian estate worthy of the Donati family from Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi, but then we needed 
a one act opera to pair with Puccini’s comedic masterpiece that would also fit this beautiful 
site. That proved to be a bit tricky, but after discarding dramas and tragedies as an option, and 
realizing Gilbert & Sullivan and Offenbach wouldn’t quite fit the Italianate atmosphere, we finally 
found the perfect one act that could serve as a prequel to Gianni Schicchi and explain how poor 
Buoso Donati meets his demise. The perfect fit is Rossini’s La cambiale di matrimonio or The 
Marriage Contract which only required a few small modifications to—hopefully seamlessly—tie 
it togetherwith Gianni Schicchi. Our creative team went to work on a new English translation of 
The Marriage Contract and made some small updates to Gianni Schicchi to shift the plot to Bella 
Collina, Florida as opposed to Bella Collina, Italy. Although, if you get a little geographically lost 
and feel like you really are in Tuscany tonight, all the better!

We hope you enjoy yourself tonight, and we invite you to be a part of the action.  Don’t be shy! 
Just keep an eye out for that Schicchi fellow. I hear he is quite the ham in addition to being a 
charming baritone. Oh, and I hear there may even be a duel. So, heads up!

See YOU at the Opera!

Gabriel Preisser, general director
OPERAORLANDO
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The “hidden gem” of Winter Park, FL     

633 Osceola Avenue

polasek.org

Historic Home
Exquisite Art 
Serene Gardens

SIGN-UP TODAY!
Opera Orlando Ambassadors is a group of dedicated season subscribers* 
who support, champion, and advocate for Opera Orlando in the community.

INDIVIDUAL  |  a contribution of $100 or more
FAMILY  |  a contribution of $150 or more
Memberships run annually from July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

BENEFITS

•  Ambassador only ticket pre-sale 
•  Invitation to luncheons, VIP after-parties, and other events 
•  Behind-the-scenes access
•  Ambassador only email updates on Company activities 
•  Official Company name tag
•  Season t-shirt
•  AND More!!!

*Being a “season subscriber” may include the traditional MainStage subscription, or any 
two opera ticket purchases chosen from the MainStage and/or the On the Town series.

For more information on how to get involved, 
visit the website at www.OperaOrlando.org, call 

(407) 512-1900, or email Info@OperaOrlando.org.
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Join Our Email List to View 
Available Wines at Great Prices 
with Local Delivery Included!

winterparkwine@gmail.com
Facebook & Instagram @winterparkwine

907-741-3598

WPW_halfPG_Ad.indd   1WPW_halfPG_Ad.indd   1 10/7/22   5:12 PM10/7/22   5:12 PM

2023 AUDITION DATES 
January 21 

February 4, 11, 18

Regarded as one of the most comprehensive vocal 
programs for undergraduates, Stetson University 
School of Music offers remarkable opportunities for 
singers in performance and curricula. Our students 
sing with passion, rooted in a healthy pedagogical 
approach and a culture of intellectual curiosity. 
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SCHOOL OF MUSIC

More at: 800-688-0101

stetson.edu/audition
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THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT 
music by Gioachino Rossini & libretto by Gaetano Rossi 

in a new English translation by Gabriel Preisser

+
GIANNI SCHICCHI 

music by Giacomo Puccini & libretto by Giovacchino Forzano 
English translation by Anne & Hebert Grossman and Gabriel Preisser

sung in English

OPERA ON THE TOWN

Friday  |  March 31, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. 

Montverde, FL

Kyle Naig, music director 
Grant Preisser, stage director 

featuring musicians from Alterity Chamber Orchestra

presented by
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S Dvorak’s 6th
The Plaza Live
April 17

Peter Rabbit
The Plaza Live
April 29 & 30

Mahler’s 5th
Steinmetz Hall
May 6 & 7

Let’s Misbehave – 
The Songs of Cole Porter
Steinmetz Hall
May 13

TICKETS ARE ON SALE AT
ORLANDOPHIL.ORG  |  407.770.0071   

2022-23 SEASON
OUR CITY
YOUR ORCHESTRA
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The Marriage Contract (La cambiale di matrimonio)  
La cambiale di matrimonio (The Marriage Contract) was the first professional opera composed by Gioachino 
Rossini when he was just eighteen years old, and how he received the commission is actually worth becoming 
an opera itself. At age fourteen Rossini played cembalo at the opera in Sinigallia. One evening, the company’s 
leading soprano, Adelaide Carpano, launched into a particularly florid bit of improvisation and sang blatantly 
off key. Rossini laughed out loud at her terrible singing, which outraged the prima donna who complained to 
Marchese Cavalli, the director of the company. He called Rossini into his office to deliver a stern reprimand, but 
when Rossini explained what happened, hilariously mimicking Carpano’s singing, he sent the impresario into 
fits of laughter. So taken was Cavalli by young Rossini that he promised to aid him in his hopes of composing 
operas. Four years later, a mutual friend of Cavalli and Rossini’s family, maestro Giovanni Morandi, recommended 
that Cavalli, now heading the Teatro Giustiniani a San Moisè in Venice, turn to Rossini to compose an opera 
in just a few days to replace one that another composer had failed to write. The result was La cambiale di 
matrimonio, which launched the career of one of opera’s greatest composers who went on to compose opera 
favorites Il barbiere di Siviglia and La Cenerentola. Though The Marriage Contract is not performed as often 
as these masterpieces, the overture, written when Rossini was a student at the Liceo Musicale in Bologna, is 
often programmed in modern concert repertoire.

Gianni Schicchi  

Gianni Schicchi premiered at The Metropolitan Opera on December 14, 1918  and stands as Puccini’s only 
comic opera. The story for the opera is derived from a passage in the 30th canto of Dante’s Inferno, which 
mentions, in an unflattering fashion, Gianni Schicchi—who was an actual Florentine—as having been consigned 
to the eighth circle of hell with other forgers and cheats for disguising himself as Buoso Donati, a recently 
deceased Florentine aristocrat, in order to obtain Donati’s wealth for himself. Part of Donati’s great house, 
so coveted in the opera, still stands in Florence today, a crumbling tower on the Via del Corso, very near to 
the house where Dante was born in 1265. Dante, in fact, married Gemma Donati—to whom he was formally 
betrothed at age 12—five years before the death of his beloved muse, Beatrice Portinari. Thus, it is quite 
possible that he was sympathetic to the Donati side of events.

Puccini and his librettist, Giovacchino Forzano, saw potential for social satire in the story, and for its premiere 
it was presented as the third part of a trilogy of newly written one-act operas by Puccini billed as Il trittico 
(The Triptych)—the first two were Il tabarro (The Cloak) and Suor Angelica (Sister Angelica). Il tabarro was a 
dark tragedy and Suor Angelica a melodramatic one, so by closing with Gianni Schicchi, Puccini rounded off 
the night with a high-spirited comic farce. Critical reaction at the time judged that Gianni Schicchi was “an 
uproarious delight,” and it was the most favorably received of the three.
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OPERA
TAMPA

2023

813.229.STAR (7827) • OPERATAMPA.ORG 
Group Sales (10+): 813.222.1016

Events, days, times, performers and prices are subject to change without notice.  Handling fees will apply.

APR 21 & 23

S O N D H E I M ’ S

MAR 10 & 12

LEONCAVALLO’S

FEB 10 & 12

B E L L I N I ’ S

It's a 

killer
season at 
The Straz.
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Longtime servants to the Donati family, Marco and Ciesca, 
are discussing a letter they received for Gianni Schicchi, 
Buoso Donati’s right hand man, regarding an impending 
marriage offer from Billy Bob of Alabama, who is due to 
visit later that day. Schicchi enters trying to figure out 
where/what Alabama actually is and orders the household 
to prepare for Billy Bob's arrival. Schicchi’s daughter and 
Billy Bob’s intended, Lauretta, enters after everyone leaves 
with her secret lover, Rinuccio Donati. They are interrupted 
by the arrival of Billy Bob, and after much fanfare, 
everyone leaves Billy Bob alone with Lauretta. She is quite 
cold to him and Rinuccio joins them to scare Billy Bob 
away with the news that Buoso is sick and contagious. 

Schicchi returns with Buoso, but Billy Bob, fearing he will 
catch whatever Buoso has contracted, is ready to head 
back to Alabama. Schicchi pleads with Billy Bob to stay, 
but Billy Bob confesses that he doesn’t think Lauretta is 
completely committed to the wedding and that she loves 
someone else. He would rather call it all off. Schicchi 
assures him Rinuccio is just a passing fancy. He proposes 
a contract—a marriage contract—to make everything 
official. They discuss and agree to terms.

With the agreement in place, Schicchi calls Lauretta to 
order her to marry Billy Bob. However, Lauretta pleads with 
her father to let her marry for love. Schicchi relents and 
tries to get out of the contract, but Billy Bob is adamant 
that any breach must end in a duel—per the agreement. 
With the whole Donati family as witnesses, Schicchi 
chooses Buoso to be his second, and the duel commences 
with a happy end for the young lovers but (spoiler alert!) 
tragedy for poor old Buoso.

Buoso Donati dies from his wounds sustained in Schicchi 
and Billy Bob’s duel. His relatives are left to speculate 
about his will.  They are nervous that instead of leaving 
them the money and estate, he has left all his money 
instead to the local arts organizations (the horror!). 
They search for the will, and Rinuccio, who finds it, refuses 
to hand it over until his Aunt Zita, the self-designated head 
of household, promises to let him marry Lauretta. When 
the family reads the will and finds their fears to be true, 
Rinuccio sends for Schicchi telling the family that only he 
has the ingenuity to fix this situation.

Although they resent Schicchi, when he arrives with 
Lauretta they beg him to help them. Schicchi only agrees 
when Lauretta again appeals to him, as her happiness with 
Rinuccio depends on it. Since no one outside the family 
knows that Buoso is dead, Schicchi decides to disguise 
himself as Buoso, summon a lawyer, and dictate a new 
will. The relatives all have particular things that they want 
from Buoso, and Schicchi leaves each one as requested. 
But to their surprise, he reserves for himself the prize item 
of the estate, finally rising to the status of independence 
and wealth he so desperately craves.

SETTING: 1790s — Tuscany via Central Florida

ACT I - THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT ACT II - GIANNI SCHICCHI

THERE WILL BE ONE INTERMISSION BETWEEN ACTS
PERFORMANCE RUN TIME: 2 hours and 20 minutes
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Dancers: Kenna Gold (USA), Francis Mihm (USA) | Photo: Zavesco Photography

M I S S I O N  S U S TA I N E R S

M I S S I O N  I N V E S T O R S

M I S S I O N  P A R T N E R S

A N N U A L  P A R T N E R S

APRIL 27-30, 2023
OrlandoBallet.org
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UNMATCHED SERVICE THAT 
GIVES THE WORLD A VOICE
Rosen Hotels & Resorts is proud to empower 
others through education, wellness, and the arts.

A stay in one of our award-winning hotels 
helps us give critical causes the spotlight. 

A CULTURE OF GIVING
Scan to learn how we create harmony in 
Orlando and worldwide:

RosenHotels.com 1.866.33.ROSEN (76736)

Rossini Opera Festival 
Orchestra Haydn di Balzano e Trento 
conductor: Umberto Benedetti 
Michelangeli

starring: Paolo Bordogna, 
Saimir Pirgu, Desiree Rancatore 

produced by: Woody Allen 
Los Angeles Opera Orchestra

released in 2015

starring: Placido Domingo, 
Andriana Chuchman,  
Arturo ChacÓn-Cruz

Gianni Schicchi 
Sony Pictures Classics

La cambiale di matrimonio 
Dynamic Records

WORTH A WATCHWORTH A LISTEN
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CAST
(IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE)  

Kyle Naig
Charles Glazer
Linda Kessler

Jean-Marie Glazer
César Olmeda

Kyle Naig
Grant Preisser

Tiffany Lyn Meadows-Green
Howard Vincent Kurtz

Destinee Steele

Emily DeNardo
Tyler Bargfrede

Cait Durrance

piano
violin II
viola
cello
bass

music director
stage director
stage manager
costume designer
hair & makeup designer

company manager
technical director & shop foreman
costume shop manager & wardrobe 
supervisor

MARCO
CIESCA

GIANNI SCHICCHI
LAURETTA
RINUCCIO

BILLY BOB / AMANTIO
BUOSO DONATI

ZITA
NELLA

GHERARDO
GHERARDINO

BETTO
SIMONE

Stephen Mumbert
Raphaella Medina
Gabriel Preisser
Sara Lucille Law
Robert Hartfield
Geoffrey Peterson
Larry Kellogg
Robyn Rocklein
Samantha Barnes-Daniel
John Teixeira
Cooper Labelle
Lee Furman Mueller
Jacob Pence

ORCHESTRA

PRODUCTION TEAM
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TRANSCENDING THE ORDINARY, 
COMFORTABLE & EXPECTED. 

SIXTHEAGENCY.COM

Elevate, Differentiate, Persuade.

SIX Sells

Inquiries  |  407  730  3178  x1 
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THE ARTISTS

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Amalia Balash, She Loves Me (Utah Festival Opera & Quisisana Resort)

Frasquita, Carmen (Utah Festival Opera & Musical Theatre)
Papagena, The Magic Flute (Utah Festival Opera & Musical Theatre)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Guenevere, Camelot (Ohio Light Opera)

Josephine, H.M.S. Pinafore (Ohio Light Opera)
Cupid, Orpheus in the Underworld (Ohio Light Opera)

sponsored by Rebecca & Blaine Sweatt

S

a

r

a

lucille law
soprano & singing actor

SARA LUCILLE LAW  |  LAURETTA
HOMETOWN: Long Island City, NY

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Papagena & Queen of the Night (cover), 
   The Magic Flute, 2022

STEPHEN MUMBERT  |  MARCO
HOMETOWN: Altamonte Springs, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Hugo, All is Calm, 2022
Count Monterone, Rigoletto, 2022
Doctor, Death of Ivan Ilych, 2021

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Jesus, St. Matthew Passion (Bach Festival Society of Winter Park)

Bass Soloist, Handel’s Messiah (Messiah Choral Society)

sponsored by Mary & Frank Doherty

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Elder 2 / Elderly Woman,  Sky on Swings (Opera Saratoga) 

Rosina (cover), Il barbiere di Siviglia (Sacramento Philharmonic & Opera)
Diana, Cruzar la Cara de la Luna (Opera Santa Barbara)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Zinida,  He Who Gets Slapped (UCF Symphony Orchestra)
Soloist, Baseball: a Musical Love Letter (Opera Orlando)

sponsored by Diane & Blair Murphy

RAPHAELLA MEDINA  |  CIESCA
HOMETOWN: Tallahassee, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Third Lady, The Magic Flute, 2022

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Danillo, The Merry Window (Opera Idaho)

Farmer Bean, Fantastic Mr. Fox (Opera San Antonio)
Lt. Gordon, Silent NIght (Detroit Opera)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Sweeney Todd, Sweeney Todd (Helena Symphony)

Soloist, Baseball: A Musical Love Letter (Opera Orlando)
Fiagro, il barbiere di Siviglia (Teatro San Carlo)

sponsored by Jane & Charlie Gibbons

GABRIEL PREISSER  |  GIANNI SCHICCHI
HOMETOWN: Apopka, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Belfiore, King for a Day, 2022
Eisenstein, Die Fledermaus, 2020
Figaro, The Marriage of Figaro, 2019
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ROBYN ROCKLEIN  | ZITA
HOMETOWN: Sarasota, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Witch, Hansel and Gretel, 2021

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Santuzza, Cavalleria Rusticana (Sarasota Festival of Vocal Arts)

Elizabeth Proctor, The Crucible (Arizona Opera Theater)
Second Lady, The Magic Flute (St. Petersburg Opera)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Soloist, Dvorak’s Stabat Mater (Tampa Oratorio Singers & Orchestra)

Soloist, Mendelssohn’s Hear My Prayer (Covenant Life PCA Choir & Orchestra)
Soloist, Handel’s Messiah (Presbyterian Church of the Covenant)

sponsored by Joan & Harry Travis

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
First Lady, Die Zauberflöte (Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra)

Soloist, Mahler’s 2nd & 3rd Symphonies (Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra)
Soprano, Voices of Liberty, EPCOT (Walt Disney World)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Soprano, Helios (Solaria-Orlando Sings)

SAMANTHA BARNES DANIEL  |  NELLA
HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Mother, Hansel & Gretel, 2018
Clorinda, Cenerentola, 2018
Catherine of Aragon, 6 of VIII, 2019

ROBERT HARTFIELD  |  RINUCCIO
HOMETOWN: Vichy, MO

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Tamino (cover) / Priest / Armored Man,    
      The Magic Flute, 2022

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Lorenzo, The Pirate’s Daughter (Romania Lyric)
Fernando, Cosi fan tutti (Finger Lakes Opera)

Monostatos, Die Zauberflöte (Pensacola Opera)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Tenor Soloist, Mozart Requiem (Treasure Coast Singers)

Mancini, He Who Gets Slapped  (UCF Symphony Orchestra)
Tornio (cover), The Daughter of the Regiment (Opera Orlando)

sponsored by Steven P. Clawson

GEOFFREY PETERSON  |  
BILLY BOB / AMANTIO

HOMETOWN: Trumansburg, NY

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
William, All is Calm, 2022
Marullo, Rigoletto, 2022
Augustus, The Secret River, 2021

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
The Scholar, I CAN’T BREATHE (Pacific Opera Project)

Bob (cover), Highway 1 U.S.A (Opera Theater of St. Louis)
Pastor / Promotor / Walter White, Marian’s Song (Houston Grand Opera)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Hortensius, The Daughter of the Regiment  (Opera Orlando)

sponsored by Leila Trismen
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JOHN TEIXIERA  | GHERARDO
HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Victor, All is Calm, 2022
Conte Ivrea, King for a Day, 2022
Giuseppe, La Traviata, 2021

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Albert Peterson, Bye Bye Birdie  (Central Florida Community Arts)

The Pirate King, The Pirates of Penzance (Central Florida Community Arts)
Che, Evita (Osceola Arts)

COOPER LABELLE  | GHERARDINO
HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Minion, The Magic Flute, 2022
Hector, The Secret River, 2021
Towns kid, Carmen, 2021

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Frantic / Young Fox, The Cunning Little Vixen (Stetson Opera Theatre)

Opera Orlando Youth Company Member

JACOB PENCE  |  SIMONE DONATI
HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Sid, The Girl of the Golden West, 2020
The Client, Safe Word, 2018
Dax, Safe Word, 2018

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Maestro Spinelloccio, Gianna Schicci (Opera Tampa)
Boy Chapel, No. 5 Chanel (Timucua Arts Foundation)
Corporal, La fille du Regiment (St. Petersburg Opera)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Corporal, The Daughter of the Regiment (Opera Orlando)

sponsored by Cynthia & Alex Mackinnon

LEE FURMAN MUELLER  |  BETTO
HOMETOWN: The Villages, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Bass/Baritone Chorus since 2016

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Bass, Opera Co. of Philadelphia,1984 - 1990

Bill, Mama Mia (ProAm Performing Arts)
Captain von Trap, The Sound of Music (Smash Productions)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Ensemble, The Daughter of the Regiment (Opera Orlando)
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Support local arts and culture by 
donating today and help us reach our goal!

OPERA ORLANDO is a proud partner 
of the 2022-23 COLLABORATIVE 
CAMPAIGN FOR THE ARTS.

www.UnitedArts.cc/OperaOrlando

Have your donation to Opera Orlando 
matched at 15% by United Arts!

The Florida Film Festival is presented by 

Enzian, Central Florida’s full-time, 

not-for-profit independent cinema, which 

seeks to entertain, inspire, educate, and 

connect the community through film.

Now in its 32nd year, the Florida Film Festival is an 
Oscar®-qualifying festival, premiering the best in current, 

independent, and international cinema. Through 10 days of 
160+ films and first-class events, film lovers mingle with 

filmmakers and celebrities over hand-crafted cocktails and a 
delicious menu at Eden Bar and inside Enzian Theater.

 2023 FLORIDA
 FILM FESTIVAL

APRIL 14-23
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PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
production manager (current) (St. Luke’s United Methodist Church)

production manager, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer Jr. (Theatre at St. Luke’s)
production stage manager, Oliver! (Theatre at St. Luke’s)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
stage manager, The Daughter of the Regiment (Opera Orlando)
stage manager, Baseball: a Musical Love Letter (Opera Orlando)

TIFFANY LYN MEADOWS-GREEN  |
stage manager

HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
stage manager, All is Calm, 2022
stage manager, The Magic Flute, 2022
stage manager, Rigoletto, 2022

HOWARD VINCENT KURTZ  | 
costume designer

HOMETOWN: Maitland, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
costume designer, Lizbeth, 2022
costume designer, The Mozart Dinner, 2022
costume construction, Rigoletto, 2022

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
costume designer, True North (Orlando Repertory Theatre)
costume designer, Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley  

(Orlando Shakespeare Theater)
costume designer, A Streetcar Named Desire (Arena Stage)

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
music director/conductor, Into the Woods (Intermountain Opera Bozeman)

conductor, Ercole su’l Termodonte (Pacific Opera Project)
pianist/coach, Flight (The Dallas Opera)

sponsored by Audrey & John Ruggieri

KYLE NAIG *  |  music director / pianist
HOMETOWN: San Francisco, CA

THE PRODUCTION TEAM

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
stage director, Death of Ivan Ilych (Thompson Street Opera Company)

stage director, Alcina (University of Michigan)
stage director, Shining Brow (UrbanArias)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
scenic designer, The Daughter of the Regiment (Opera Orlando)

sponsored by Frank Santos

GRANT PREISSER  |  stage director
HOMETOWN: Chicago, IL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
stage director, All is Calm, 2022
stage director, The Magic Flute, 2022
stage director, La Traviata, 2021

* Opera Orlando debut



26

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
wig & makeup associate, Death of a Salesman (Broadway)

wig & makeup designer, The Color Purple (Broadway at Music Circus)
wig & makeup designer, Sister Act (Pittsburgh CLO)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
wig designer, Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill (Orlando Shakespeare Theater)

wig & hair designer, Steel Magnolias (TheatreWorks Silicon Valley)
wig & makeup designer, The Music Man (Broadway at Music Circus)

DESTINEE STEELE * |
hair & makeup designer

HOMETOWN: Sanford, FL

Your full-service, neighborhood law firm here to
assist you with:

Trusts and Wills
HOA Law

Real Estate Closings
Bankruptcy Law

Family Law
Personal Injury
Business Law

Real Estate Law

With offices located in:
Waterford Lakes, Altamonte Springs,

Lake Nona, and Winter Garden

407-512-4394
www.TheOrlandoLawGroup.com

Contact us at:

* Opera Orlando debut
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SINGS!

Opera Orlando hosts a week-long summer 
intensive for high school students seeking to 
learn what it takes to be a professional singer. 
Participants receive one-on-one coachings, attend 
masterclasses, build their resumes, get professional 
headshots, and perform in a final recital to 
showcase their work. Spaces are limited, and an 
audition is required to be accepted into the program. 

For more information, to apply, and submit audition 
materials visit:

www.OperaOrlando.org/Sings

July 22 - 29, 2023

TUITION $375 ($450 after May 1)
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Prepare a song of your choice with piano accompaniment and 
“The Star Spangled Banner” in an appropriate key, a cappella.  
Both selections are to be memorized.

To learn more about the Company and register for your audition spot 
visit www.OperaOrlando.org/Youth.

The Opera Orlando Youth Company trains and cultivates aspiring 
young artists interested in classical music, opera, and musical theater, 
providing them professional stage experience with world-class artists. 
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SPECIAL THANKS

Carla Arnold

Carol Griffin and James Small

Judith Lee

Sharon Molthen

Geraldine Preisser

John Teixeira

Amy Thompson

Joan & Harry Travis

All the many volunteers who help bring the splendor of opera to Central Florida.

BROADWAY
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

Proud Sponsor of the

Mozart at the Marquise’s

Saturday  |  April 22, 2023 

Tables start at $5,000
Individual tickets are $350

RESERVE YOUR TABLE NOW!
www.OperaOrlando.org/Mozart

Dress is Black Tie  |  Valet Parking Included

Many thanks to Roseann Harrington, chair of The Mozart Dinner committee and chief of staff for 
Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings

For more information email
Info@OperaOrlando.org or call (407) 512-1900.

SOLD OUT
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Whatever your vision is for the future,  
we can help make it a reality.

Your retirement.
Our priority.

Financial Freedom happens here.fairwinds.org

Call 407.282.6039 today to request
your complimentary consultation.

Investment products and services available through CUSO Financial Services, LP*

• Retirement Planning
• Investment Strategies

• Rollover Options
• Estate Planning

*Non-deposit investment products and services are offered through CUSO Financial Services, L.P. (CFS), registered broker-dealer (Member 
FINRA/SIPC) and SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Products offered through CFS are not NCUA/NCUSIF or otherwise federally insured, 
are not guarantees or obligations of the credit union and may involve investment risk including possible loss of principal. Investment 
Representatives are registered through CFS. FAIRWINDS Credit Union has contracted with CFS to make non-deposit investment products 
and services available to credit union members.
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private dinner with conductor  
and general director 

private dinner with general  
and artistic director  

lunch with MainStage artist   

lunch/golf with general director   

invitation to board annual meeting    

invitation to exclusive cocktail parties 
with MainStage artists    

invitation to MainStage dress rehearsals     

backstage tour of the production      

invitation to fall Studio Artist donor party       

lunch/bridge with development director       

invitation to Ambassador receptions         

subscription to Meet the Artists
and Behind the Scenes emails          

company t-shirt & name tag          
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5,

00
0

$3
5,

00
0

$1
5,

00
0

$5
,0

00

$2
,5

00

$1
,5

00

$1
,0

00

$5
00

$2
50

$1
00

DONOR BENEFITS

OPERAORLANDO DONORS
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CONDUCTORS CIRCLE

Orange County Arts & Cultural Affairs
State of Florida Division 
                       of Arts and Culture

DIRECTORS CIRCLE

Mary & Frank J. Doherty *
Dr. Phillips Charities *
Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation
Melissa & Robert Kohn *^
Kathleen & Steven Miller *
Audrey & John Ruggieri *
Frank Santos *
Chuck & Margery Pabst Steinmetz *

PRODUCERS CIRCLE

Susan & Laurence J. Costin *
Jane & Charles Gibbons *
Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation
The Logan Foundation
Orlando Health
Ruth Ann & Stephen Heller, M.D.*
Swantje & Mitch Levin *
Leila Trismen *

ARTIST PATRONS SOCIETY

Russell P. Allen
Sherry Bremer*^
Central Florida Foundation Inc.
Steven Clawson *
Elizabeth Nerius Conklin *
Kathy Cressey *^
Carla D’Andre & David Treitel
Edyth Bush Charitable Foundation
Ginsburg Family Foundation *
Bea Hoelle-Hawes *
Sonya Hough
Cathy & Larry Kellogg *
Krista & Jonathan Ledden *
Gracia Belle Livingston Foundation, Inc.

Cynthia & Alex Mackinnon *
Suzanne McGuire *
Diane & Blair Murphy *
Opera America
Mary Palmer *
PNC Bank
Deede Sharpe & John Parker *^
Anne Snodgrass
Rebecca & Blaine Sweatt *
Elaine & Scott Taylor *
Joan & Harry Travis *
Nancy Wagers *

BRAVO SOCIETY

Judith & David Albertson *
Linda & Jack Allen *
Amy & Russel Allinson
Walter Bissett & Bernard Foong ^
Lurene Braswell
Elizabeth Brothers
Jean Ciullo *
Laura & Mark Cosgrove
Drusilla Farwell Foundation
Susan & Randolph Fields *
Carolyn Gentile
Roseann Harrington ^
Mary Kelsh *
Margaret Miller *
Mindy & Jeffrey Moore *
Steven Nakagawa *^
Eileen Schein *
Rick Skaggs & Keith McIntyre*
Rita & Shelburn Wilkes *^

BENEFACTOR SOCIETY

Frank Paul Barber ^
Tobin & Michael Baum
Susan & Arnold Bierman
Kathy & Thomas Cardwell *
Freddi & Jim Goodrich *
Eliza & Matthew Juliano *
Kidsville Pediatrics

Audrey & Patrick Knipe *
Francille Macfarland
Melyssa Marshall
Ann Piano
 In honor of Bea Hoelle-Hawes
Jayne & John Willis *
Edward Wimp, esq.̂  

PARTNER

Douglas Ackerman
Janet & Michael Allen *
Sara Brady
Christine & Hans Bucheli *
Betty Gale Case *
Rafael Castillo
Hillary & Jay Cohen
Harold Cooper, Jr. *
Francie & Wayne Dear *
Jocelyn & Andre Deprez *
Susan Desjardins
Carol Ducas & Joe Sapora *
Karen Evans
Lisa & Dykes Everett *
Barbara Grodin
Janice Gruber *
David Gurney
Debbie & Larry Halye *
Marjorie Hill *
James Kwasnowski
Jennifer & Vincent LaRuffa ^
Rita Lowndes *
Paul Oppedisano *
Darbee & David Percival *
Kim & Oliver Peters
LeAnne & Bruce Rapée *
Joy Roney *
Eleanor & Dick Taylor *
Diane Sandquist *
Sue & Joseph Warren *
Todd Weaver *
Craig Weeks *
Leighton Yates *
Alison & Armond Zilioli *

SUSTAINER 

Annette Amendola
Robin & Bryan Benak *
Thomas Bolick
Susan Bright & Larry Stevenson *
The Broadridge Foundation
Jason Chilton *
Beryl Colbourn
Lucia Crapps
Charles Evers *
Nancy Flaherty
GDP Designbuild LLC *
Wesley Ann & Rod Hunt *
Tiffany & Varian Jeffers
Bette Jore *
Charles Kohfeldt
Anna & Guillaume Labelle ^
M. Shree Lakshmi
Jennifer Lowndes *
Melody & Brendan Lynch *
Gregoria Marrero *
Stephanie Mauge
Ruth McDaniel *
Elizabeth McIntosh
Abby & Randy Mejeur *
Ada Jo Miller *
Gail Moncla
Sigrid & George Morris *
Friends Network for Good
Phineas Perkins *
Anne & John Perry *
Catherine Pinyot
Tony Pittsley *
Lesley & Daniel Podberesky *
Maria Rubin *
Julia & Ante Rudez *
Irene & Richard Sandler *
Pat & Jim Schroeder *
Cinderella & Alfors Schulte *
Geanne Share *
Jeffry Lynn Smith
Stella Sung
Universal Orlando Foundation
Amy Lowndes & John T. Wettach, Jr. ^

Includes gifts received for the 2022-23 season throught March 1, 2023OPERAORLANDO DONORS
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Rebecca Wilson
Michael J. Young

ASSOCIATE

George Albu *
David Allen *
Leslie Andreae *
David B. Baer *
Carolyn Blice *
Kathleen Mckee Brenner
Colleen Cleary *
Beatriz Collado *
Anne & Dorian Coppenhaver
Danny Cruz
Ceme & Jim Curley *
Neha Doshi *
Judith Duda *
Patricia Engelhardt *
Ann Fox *
Joshua France *
Cathay & Robert Gill *
Elizabeth Graham
Georgiana & Adrian Havill *
Mandy Jarrett
Pamela Johnson
Etta Jean & Frank Juge *
Embry Kidd and A. Noni Holmes-Kidd *
Carol Klim *
Yen-Yen Kressel
Brian Lawlor *
Judith Lee *
Chevalier Lovett and Kyle Pettaway *^
Genean McKinnon *
Karen Moreno
Charles Mostella
Donna & Bruce Mylrea *
Sonja & Anthony Nicholson
Judith & Gene Patrizzi *
Geraldine Preisser
Kara & Chuck Robertson ^
Theresa Rowan *
Azela Santana
Ann Saurman
Cheryl Belfay & Eric Schwab *
Rebecca Shanahan
Susan & Terry Speicher *
Paul Vilmos *
Stacia Wake *

Catherine Moss Warner *
Neil Webman *
Kelsey Wettach
Nanci Yuronis
Michelle Zwirn

 FRIEND

Marilyn Abrahamson *
Jacqueline Abrams
Millicent Adams *
Barbara Allen *
Helen & Nicholas Ali
Jennifer & Phil Anderson *
Beatriz Andrekovich
Linda Anthon
Carol & John Apen
Colleen & Asim Ardaman
Carla Arnold
Cetin Aygen *
Michael Barber
Barby & Will Barbara *
Tyler Bargfrede
Carolyn & Jack Batty
Patricia & Peter Booth *
Joseph Bostwick
Mildred Bowman
Claudia Breese
Robert Brigham *
Brian Brink
Roger Briskey
Elisabeth Buck *
Catherine Ciullo
Cheryl & Thomas Collins
Martin Collins *
Sharon & Paul Conway
Mickey Cook
Diana & Clinton Couch *
Evan Couch *
Stacey & Derrick Cox
Susan & Alan Davis *
Kristine & Paul Dobson *
Teresa Doggett
Katherine Doten
Eileen Dworkin *
Judith Elliott
Paul Faber *
Phyllis Feiner
Maria Frasca *
Mary Freyer *

Alan Gerber *
Kathy & Biff Godfrey *
Anonymous
Sheila Greenspoon
Carol Griffin & James Small, Jr. *
Barbara Grossman
Karen Haas
Yelong Han *
Sarah Hansard ^
Robert Harper *
Rachel Heimovics & Mati Braun *
Joan & Bernie Heinmiller *
Edward Hess
Lynda & James Hinckley
Kathie Horman
David Horvath
Bonnie Hubbard *
Sandra Hults & Larry Cirillo *
The Idea Factory *
Janice & Harvey Jacoby *
Karen & Scott Jennemann *
Nancy Jerome
Susie Kleiman
Anita Köhler
Micheline Kramer
Patricia Lancaster
Michael Levine *
Nancy Lewis *
Pamela Littlefield *
William Losen *
Grady McClendon
Nancy McClure
Gabrielle & Michael McCormick
John McReynolds *
Yvonne & George Meier
Carol Meijer *
Debbie Meitin *
Lourdes Mejias
Susan & Nicholas Menand
John Mica *
Lois Mills *
Andrew Minear *
Sharon Molthen *
Montverde Academy
Irene Morrissee
Ann Murrah
Nancy Murray
Karen Naylor
Kenneth Ng *
Alan Olejniczak
Virginia Osborne

Carrie & Ronald Patterson *
Beverly Paulk *
Cynthia Pesch *
Melissa Poole
Hali Poteshman
Charles Racansky *
Angie Ritti ^
Robbie Robinson
Susan Rogers
Patricia & Francisco Santelli
Louise Sessa
Arthur Shevchenko *
Mariia Shvydkina
Faith & Charles Simmons
Mimi Simmons
Diana Sisley *
Michael Slaymaker *
Rebecca & Charles Sloan *
Dennis Sobeck
Margaret Sommer
Kristin & Bob Stewart *
Sigrid Stickhammer *
Joan Sussman
Roderic Sward *
Judith Thompson *
Alissa Torres *
Stephanie Upton
Lynn Van Horne *
Margie Varney
Brian Vencill
Robert Wakefield
Gitta Weesner
Laura Wideman
Jared Wise
Mark & Adrian Wright-Ahern *^

* United Arts Donor
^ Opera Orlando Board Member
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LEGACY SOCIETY

Sherry Bremer 
Elizabeth Brothers
George Fender
Ellen Guenette 

in Memory of Irwin Nebelkopf 
Bea Hoelle-Hawes
Germaine Bruyere Haserot
Helen Hall Leon
Kathleen & Steven Miller
Regina Pasche
Suze & Heinz Rehfuss
Frank Santos
Deede Sharpe & John Parker
Judith Thompson
Rita & Shelburn Wilkes

Remembering Opera Orlando in 
your estate plans is a thoughtful 
way to be a part of opera’s 
enduring legacy. Direct your 
bequest or charitable planned gift 
to Opera Orlando and be a part of 
Opera Orlando’s Legacy Society.

IN KIND DONORS

Russell P. Allen
Millicent Adams
Jennifer Anderson
Carla Arnold
Bob Aungst
Carol & James Griffin
Lynda & James Hinckley
Bea Hoelle-Hawes
Judith Lee
Swantje & Mitch Levin
Carol Meijer
Terry Olson
Sheila Sheehan
John Teixeira
Joan & Harry Travis
Todd Weaver

ENDOWMENT DONORS

Lurene Braswell
Sherry Bremer
Central Florida Foundation
Bea Hoelle-Hawes
Melissa & Robert Kohn
Hellen Hall Leon
Frank Santos
Rita & Shelburn Wilkes

LEGAL PATRONS SOCIETY

Orlando Law Group
Edward Wimp, esq.

MEDICAL PATRONS SOCIETY

Kidsville Pediatrics

OPERAORLANDO AMBASSADORS

Marilyn Abrahamson
Jacqueline Abrams
Douglas Ackerman
Helen & Nicholas Ali
Russell P. Allen
Janet & Michael Allen
Beatriz Andrekovich
Linda Anthon
Colleen & Asim Ardaman
Carla Arnold
Frank Barber
Carolyn & Jack Batty
Tobin Baum
Susan & Arnold Bierman
Walter Bissett & Bernard Foong
Mildred Bowman
Claudia Breese
Sherry Bremer
Kathleen Mckee Brenner
Patricia & Robert Brigham
Christine & Hans Bucheli
Betty Gale Case
Rafael Castillo
Steven Clawson
Mickey Cook
Anne & Dorian Coppenhaver
Susan & Laurence Costin

Diana & Clinton Couch
Evan Couch
Stacey & Derrick Cox
Kathy Cressey
Sandra & Jerry Dooley
Judith Elliott
Patricia Engelhardt
Phyllis M. Feiner
Jane & Charles Gibbons
Sheila Greenspoon
Carol Griffin & James Small, Jr.
Janice Gruber
Karen Haas
Debbie Halye
Sarah Hansard
Sage Hansen
Georgiana Havill
Ruth Ann & Stephen Heller
Lynda Hinckley
Bea Hoelle-Hawes
David Horvath
Tiffany Jeffers
Pamela Johnson
Gene Josephs
Eliza & Matthew Juliano
Charles Kohfeldt
Anna & Guillaume Labelle
Patricia Lancaster
Helen Hall Leon
Stephanie Mauge
Ruth McDaniel
Marc McMurrin
Yvonne & George Meier
Carol Meijer
Ronnald Mejia
Susan & Nicholas Menand
Ada Jo Miller
Sharon Molthen
Sigrid Morris
Irene Morrissee
Nancy Murray
Donna & Bruce Mylrea
Steven Nakagawa
Karen Naylor
Judith & Gene Patrizzi
Darbee & David Percival
Geraldine Preisser
Christina & Gabriel Preisser
Lynne Rickman
Susan Rogers

Julia & Ante Rudez
Audrey & John Ruggieri
Mimi Simmons
Anne Snodgrass
Deede Sharpe & John Parker
Dennis Sobeck
Susan & Terry Speicher
Leila Trismen
Nancy Wagers
Rita & Shelburn Wilkes
Edward Wimp, Esq.
Nanci Yuronis
Judith & Gene Patrizzi
Darbee & David Percival
Geraldine Preisser
Christina & Gabriel Preisser
Lynn Rickman
Susan Rogers
Julia & Ante Rudez
Audrey & John Ruggieri
Mimi Simmons
Anne Snodgrass
Deede Sharpe & John Parker
Dennis Sobeck
Susan & Terry Speicher
Leila Trismen
Nancy Wagers
Rita & Shelburn Wilkes
Edward Wimp, esq.
Nanci Yuronis
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This season is funded in part by United Arts of Central Florida, home of 
OrlandoAtPlay.com and UAArtsEd.com, and by Orange County Government 
through the Arts & Cultural Affairs Program.

Opera Orlando Inc is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions and gifts are 
fully tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

MANY THANKS TO OUR SEASON SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

ST. JOHN
LUTHERAN CHURCH

OF WINTER PARK

BROADWAY
UNITED METHODIST

YOUTH COMPANY STAFF 
Robin Jensen, founder & director
Sarai Goley, associate director

Gabriel Preisser, general director

Grant Preisser, artistic director
Russell P. Allen, development director

Emily DeNardo, company manager
Sarah Purser, education director

Carol Stuckey, financial controller
Evan Couch, executive assistant

Tiffany Meadows-Green, production stage manager
Tyler Bargfrede, shop foreman

Cait Durrance, costume shop manager
Amy Thompson, editor-at-large
SIX The Agency, graphic design

STAFF

Frank Paul Barber
Walter Bissett
Alecia DuPont
Sarah Hansard

Robert Kohn
Judith F. Kovisars, Ph.D.

Guillaume Labelle
Vincent LaRuffa
Chevalier Lovett

Steven Nakagawa
John Parker
Angie Ritti
Kara Robertson
Deede Sharpe
Lizette Valarino
Edward Wimp, esq.
Rita Wilkes
Mark Wright-Ahern

Sherry Bremer
Linda Landman Gonzales

Mark Lowrey

Gabriel Preisser
Carol Stuckey
David Treitel

Kathy Cressey, chair
John T. Wettach, Jr., immediate past chair 

Sherry Bremer, first vice chair 
Aaron Penfield, second vice chair

Roseann Harrington, secretary
Michael Hsu, treasurer 

Marilyn Abrahamson
Patricia Engelhardt

Ann Fox
Bea Hancock

Judy Lee

Carol Meijer
Dr. Margaret Miller
Barbara Robbinson
Judith Thompson

Annie Burridge 
general director & CEO (Austin Opera)

Mark Campbell 
Pulitzer Prize-winning opera librettist

Thomas Potter 
head of voice faculty (UCF)

Brian Staufenbiel 
creative director (Opera Parallele)

Bryce West 
philanthropist (Bryce L. West Foundation)

Darren K. Woods 
general director (Seagle Music Colony)

ENDOWMENT FUND 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS EMERITUS BOARD MEMBERS

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Brendan Lynch, chair
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THE MAYFLOWER
S E N I O R  L I V I N G  A T  I T S  F I N E S T

NEW NEIGHBORHOOD OPENING SOON!
LIMITED INVENTORY AVAILABLE: 407.672.1620

Elevating senior living to an art form, The Mayflower at Winter Park offers:

• A vibrant, stimulating lifestyle and gracious hospitality
• Maintenance-free living with luxury amenities
• Outstanding service and proven performance
• Guaranteed on-site, top-rated long-term healthcare
• Plus a brand-new neighborhood, Bristol Landing, under construction.

If you’re considering a Life Plan Community, don’t hesitate. To learn more, 
email living@themayflower.com or call to schedule an in-person tour.

88141 PRAD OO 11/2022

1620 MAYFLOWER COURT   |    WINTER PARK,  FL 32792   |    407.672.1620   |    THEMAYFLOWER.COM

Supporting the Arts for Over Three Decades

Mayflower resident and arts patron Ruth McDaniel 
with Opera Orlando director & CEO Gabriel Preisser


