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graciously sponsored by

http://www.drphillipscenter.org
https://operaorlando.org/mainstage2021-22
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407.734.4444  | sundanceusa.com

Proudly supports  
Opera Orlando.

Sundance
IS HONORED
TO SUPPORT

We continue to proudly support our community 
and strive to be an innovative valued partner, 

delivering design, print, direct mail, large format, 
packaging and label solutions.

Call today to schedule your
FREE Marketing Evaluation!
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Season tickets onsale NOW!
www.DrPhillipsCenter.org

LA TRAVIATA
OCTOBER  29 & 31, 2021
Walt Disney Theater

THE SECRET RIVER
WORLD PREMIERE

DECEMBER 17-19, 2021
Alexis & Jim Pugh Theater

RIGOLETTO
APRIL 22 & 24, 2022

Steinmetz Hall

KING FOR A DAY
MARCH 4 & 6, 2022

Loews Portofino Bay Hotel at Universal Orlando

LIZBETH
MAY 20 & 22, 2022

Harriett’s Orlando Ballet Centre
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BECOME A MEMBER! 
Opera Orlando Ambassadors is a group of dedicated season subscribers
who champion and advocate for Opera Orlando in the community.
Ambassadors support the goals and initiatives of Opera Orlando,
while helping others discover the joy of opera.

Memberships run annually from July 1 through June 30.

JOIN NOW!
Become an Opera Orlando season ticket subscriber
AND donate $100 or more to the Opera

For a contribution of $150, a couple may become members

BENEFITS
Early access to season tickets that includes discount pricing and preferred seating
Behind-the-Scenes and Meet-the-Artists events  |  Invitations to Opera Insight Luncheons
Special Ambassadors “Backstage” events  |  Invitation to VIP opening night after-parties
Invitation to Opera Orlando’s Annual Gala

For more information or to join online visit
www.OperaOrlando.org/Ambassadors 
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DEAR FRIENDS:

Welcome to our 2021-22 Viva Verdi! season. We are excited to celebrate an opera great, 
Giuseppe Verdi, from his beloved classics, La Traviata and Rigoletto, to one of his lesser 
known works, the raucous comedy King for a Day. After a season of pivoting, shifting, 
and rolling with the punches, we are ecstatic to be back at Dr. Phillips Center presenting 
full in-person productions. In addition to celebrating the operatic genius that is Verdi, 
we are especially honored to present the world premiere of our first commissioned 
work, The Secret River, based on the book by the same name by Florida author Marjorie 
Kinnan Rawlings. This heartfelt and compelling story will be shared with schools in Lake, 
Alachua, Osceola, and Orange Counties. Wrapping up our season, the Opera continues its 
alignment with the Orlando International Fringe Festival presenting the Florida premiere of 
Lizbeth, based on the Lizzie Borden story, at Harriett’s Orlando Ballet Centre. If you’ve ever 
considered bringing an axe to an opera, this would be the year to do so. 

We are excited to be joined once again by the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra for our 
MainStage productions at Dr. Phillips Center, and we welcome dancers from the Orlando 
Ballet for two of those productions. We certainly have a full calendar of opera events to 
enjoy, including our Annual Gala, Opera Salon Series, Youth Company events, Community 
Outreach events, and Ambassador events. Don’t miss a single moment of what is sure to be 
our biggest and best season yet.

See YOU at the Opera!

Gabriel Preisser, general director
Opera Orlando



OPERA ON THE MAINSTAGE

music by Giuseppe Verdi
libretto by Francesco Maria Piave

Sung in Italian with English supertitles

graciously sponsored by

Friday | October 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday | October 31 at 2 p.m.

Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts
WALT DISNEY THEATER

Stephanie Rhodes Russell, conductor
Grant Preisser, stage director

featuring the Opera Orlando Chorus

the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra

and dancers from the Orlando Ballet

Orchestral edition by Bryan Higgins
by arrangement with Motet Music Publishing Company

presented by

La Traviata was Giuseppe Verdi’s nineteenth opera. Though the 
composer was dissatisfied with its initial run, the opera rapidly 
established itself as his most popular work.

On May 4, 1852, Verdi signed a contract with Venice’s Teatro La Fenice 
to write a new opera for Carnival season in 1853. This contract specified 
neither the opera’s librettist nor its subject. By August, Verdi had picked 
Francesco Maria Piave to write the libretto. Piave had already written six 
librettos for Verdi, including Ernani, Macbeth, and Rigoletto.

Though Verdi had a librettist, his subject was still undecided. In 
February of the previous year, Verdi and his companion Giuseppina 
Strepponi were in Paris. They almost certainly saw a performance 
of La Dame aux camélias (The Lady of the Camellias) by Alexandre 
Dumas, fils. Written in 1849, it was an adaptation of Dumas’s novel of 

the same name published the previous year. It was not staged until 
1852. The play, like the novel, was an enormous success.

By the end of October, Verdi had decided to make Dumas’s 
play into an opera. The libretto and the music to what finally 
was named La Traviata were written in just a few months – 
November 1852 to February 1853. Remarkably, this interval 
overlapped the composition and staging of Il Trovatore. These 

two operas couldn’t be more different. The simultaneous 
composition of two such dissimilar masterpieces is 

without parallel in opera.

Dumas based his heroine, Marguerite Gautier, 
on the Parisian courtesan Marie Duplessis, 
with whom he had a passionate love affair. In 
Verdi’s setting she becomes Violetta Valery, or 

“La Traviata,” a word that has no exact English 
equivalent. It means the woman who has been 
led astray. Violetta uses it to refer to herself in her 
great aria in the last scene – “Addio del passato”: 
“Ah, della traviata soridi al desio...” (“Ah, smile on 

the woman who has strayed.”)

A diminished “moral” status was very important at the 
time of the opera. Treating a “fallen woman” with such 

sympathy and sensitivity was new to the theater – operatic 
or spoken. And she wasn’t just portrayed sympathetically, in 

Verdi’s version she is noble and heroic.

Verdi was very unhappy with the cast that La Fenice had hired 
for the premiere of La Traviata. He was particularly dissatisfied 

A NOTE ON THE COMPOSITION
edited from La Traviata program notes by Neil Kurtzman (medicine-opera.com)

with the prima donna, Fanny Salvini-Donatelli. He called the first 
performance a “fiasco” before it occurred. After the first performance he 
wrote: “La Traviata was a fiasco; my fault or the singers? Time alone will 
tell.” The press accounts of the first performance were actually pretty 
good, and Salvini-Donatelli got the best notices. But Verdi remained 
dissatisfied.

Following the Venice run, he withdrew the opera, made revisions, 
and assembled a new and better cast for a mounting of the work 
in May 1854. The city was still Venice, but the location was 
the Teatro San Benedetto. This staging was an unqualified 
success. By the end of 1858 there had been 143 separate 
productions in Italy alone and an additional 57 
abroad.

Over the succeeding century and a half, 
Verdi’s noble sinner has been performed 
virtually every day in some part of the 
world. La Traviata is that rare thing, an 
undying masterpiece that everyone 
loves. When Verdi was asked what 
his best opera was, he said, as a 
musician, he’d pick Rigoletto, but from 
the viewpoint of the audience, it was La 
Traviata. The audience has yet to 
disagree with his verdict.

See the inspiration behind 
Opera Orlando’s La Traviata

STX Films
Released: 2017

Molly’s Game is a 2017 American biographical crime drama film written 
and directed by Aaron Sorkin, based on the 2014 memoir of the same 
name by Molly Bloom.

WORTH A WATCH
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ACT I

Violetta Valéry runs the most exclusive poker game in the world, 
and she is dying of cancer. Wrapping up one of her games in the 
penthouse of a New York hotel, she is introduced to Alfredo Germont, 
a playboy and man-about-town, who has been wanting to join her 
game for a while. The after-party has begun, and the guests call 
for a toast, which Alfredo obliges. He celebrates true love. Violetta 
responds in praise of free love. Suddenly she feels faint, and the 
guests give her space as they get more food and drink in the next 
room. Alfredo remains behind and declares his love for Violetta. 
Yearning for something more than the game in her life, she gives him 
a flower, asking him to return when the flower has faded. Excited with 
the chance to see her again, Alfredo exits. Alone, Violetta is conflcited 
— she doesn’t want to give up her game, but at the same time, Alfredo 
has awakened her desire to be truly loved.

ACT II

Time has passed, and Violetta has retired from poker for a life with 
Alfredo at her home in the Hamptons. When Alfredo discovers that 
their life is possible only because Violetta has been liquidating her 
assets, he vows to make things better for the two of them. While 
Alfredo leaves to figure out how best to help, his father, Giorgio 
Germont, arrives to meet and confront Violetta. He demands that she 
separate from his son, as their relationship threatens his daughter’s 
impending marriage and besmirches the family name. However, 
over the course of their conversation, Germont comes to realize that 
Violetta is not after the family money — she is a woman who loves 
unselfishly. He appeals to Violetta’s generosity of spirit and explains 
that her relationship with Alfredo has no future. Violetta’s resistance 
dwindles, and she finally agrees to leave Alfredo forever. Only after 
her death will he learn the truth about why she returned to her old 
life. She accepts an invitation she received earlier to go back to her 
game in New York, now run by Flora. Alfredo returns to find a note 
from Violetta saying good-bye.  As he reads it, his father appears to 
console him, which proves useless. All the memories of home and 
a happy family can’t prevent the furious and jealous Alfredo from 
seeking revenge for Violetta’s perceived betrayal.

INTERMISSION

SYNOPSIS

ACT III

Back at the penthouse, Flora’s poker game is well under way, as is the 
talk of Violetta and Alfredo’s separation. Finally, Violetta arrives with 
Baron, her previous lover, followed quickly by Alfredo. A heated game 
commences between Alfredo and Baron, with Alfredo winning a fortune. 
Bored with the game, the guests move to dinner, leaving Alfredo and 
Violetta alone. Violetta continues to hold Alfredo off, claiming to now 
be in love with Baron. In his rage Alfredo calls the guests as witnesses, 
declares he doesn’t owe Violetta anything, and signals the FBI to raid the 
party and arrest Violetta for racketeering and money laundering. Giorgio 
Germont, who has also joined the party, rebukes his son for his behavior, 
and Baron threatens Alfredo for his callousness.

ACT IV

Violetta, now clear of the federal charges, has lost everything and is in 
the hospital, dying. Her last remaining friend, Doctor Granville, knows 
that she has little time left. Alfredo’s father has written to Violetta, 
informing her that, full of remorse, Germont has told Alfredo about 
Violetta’s sacrifice. Alfredo wants to rejoin her as soon as possible. 
Violetta is afraid that he might be too late, but Alfredo does arrive, and 
the reunion fills Violetta with a final euphoria. Her energy and exuberant 
joy of life return. All sorrow and suffering seem to have left her, but it is 
a final illusion before her cancer claims her.
 

Studio Recording with Decca Records | 1963 
Sir John Pritchard, conductor
Joan Sutherland, Carlo Bergonzi, Robert Merrill

Live Recording at La Scala | 1955
Carlo Maria Guilini, conductor
Maria Callas, Giuseppe di Stefano, Ettore Bastianini

WORTH A LISTEN

DECEMBER 1 - 24, 2021
TICKETS & INFORMATION

ORLANDOSHAKES.ORG

This new adaptation features your favorite carols and awe-inspiring 
special effects with music by local virtuoso Michael Andrew. Gather 

together for an unforgettable experience of holiday magic.
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CAST

Cecilia Violetta López
Victor Ryan Robertson

Thomas Cannon
Laura Zahn

Rachel Querreveld
Todd Donovan
Torlef Borsting

Geoffrey Peterson
Logan Webber

VIOLETTA +
ALFREDO ^
GIORGIO GERMONT *
FLORA
ANNINA
DOCTOR GRANVILLE
MARC D’OBIGNY
BARON
GASTON

Conductor
Stage Director & Scenic Designer

Asssitant Conductor & Chorus Master
Rehearsal Pianist

Stage Manager
Costume Designer

Hair & Makeup Designer
Lighting Designer

Sound Designer

PRODUCTION TEAM

Stephanie Rhodes Russell
Grant Preisser
Chelsea Gallo
Ramsey Reyes
Hope Griffin
Ann Louise Piano
Jason Estrada
Nate Wheatley
Billy Williamson

+ cover Rachel Querreveld
* cover Geoffrey Peterson

^ cover Logan Webber

Assistant Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Manager

Wardrobe Supervisor
Hair & Makeup Assistant

Technical Director
Master Carpenter

Carpenter
Carpenter
Carpenter

Scenic Artist
Supertitles

Supertitles Operator
Archive Videographer

Abby Schneck
Emily DeNardo
Caitlin Durrance
Gina Makarova
Tyler Thomas
Richard Dean
Tad Shane Moore
Larry Rayburn
Austin Evans
Heidi Kneisl
Laura Zalneraitis
James Guild
Gabriel Casiano

Opera Orlando’s appearance at the Walt Disney Theater is graciously underwritten by Jonathan & Krista Ledden.

A capital contribution from Dr. Phillips Charities named Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts
in perpetuity to honor Dr. P. Phillips and his family’s legacy.



CECILIA VIOLETTA LÓPEZ  |  Violetta
HOMETOWN: Albuquerque, NM

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Mimi, La Bohème, 2017

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Hanna, The Merry Widow - Opera Idaho
Violetta, La Traviata - Pacific Symphony (CA)
Nedda, I pagliacci - Opera Colorado

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Beatrice, Three Decembers - Virginia Opera 
Cio-Cio San, Madama Butterfly - Zomeropera 
(Belgium) 

sponsored by Sherry Bremer & Kathy Cressey

VICTOR RYAN ROBERTSON*  |  Alfredo
HOMETOWN: Atlanta, GA

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Benny “Kid” Paret, Champion - 
 Washington National Opera
Raoul, The Merry Widow - The Metropolitan Opera 
Rodolfo, La Bohème - Royal Albert Hall

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Elijah Muhammad, Malcom X - 

Michigan Opera Theatre,
Boston Symphony, and Opera Omaha

Nestor, Castor and Patience - Cincinnati Opera
Ray, Central Park Five - Portland Opera

sponsored by Ruth Ann & Steven Heller

THE ARTISTS

THOMAS CANNON*  |  Giorgio Germont
HOMETOWN: Hahnvlle, LA

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Sharpless, Madama Butterfly - Indianapolis Opera
Senator Potter/General Arlie, Fellow Travelers - 

Arizona Opera
Porgy, Porgy and Bess - Fort Worth Opera

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Porgy, Porgy and Bess - Greensboro Opera (NC)
Soloist, Beethoven’s 9th Symphony - 

Colorado Symphony

sponsored by Kathy & Steve Miller

LAURA ZAHN*  |  Flora
HOMETOWN: Philadelphia, PA

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Amneris, Aida - New York Dramatic Voices (NY) 
Dorabella, Così fan tutte - Light Opera of New Jersey
La Frugola, Il tabarro - Angels Vocal Arts (CA)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Giulietta, King for a Day - Opera Orlando
Maddalena, Rigoletto - Opera Orlando
Eboli (cover), Don Carlo - Festival of the Aegean 

(Greece)

sponsored by Jane & Charlie Gibbons

Celebrating 30 Years

2022 Season
La Boheme

Love!  Passion!  Heartache!  Tragedy!
Sunday, January 9 • 3 pm  

La BeLLa ITaLIa CoNCeRT
“Remembering Sergio Franchi”

Featuring Three Tenors 
Saturday, February 5 • 7 pm

RISINg STaRS opeRa FeSTIvaL
Sponsored by The Kleinschmidt Family Foundation 

Competition and Finals Concert
March 23 - 25   Times Vary

*Program subject to change*

VBHS Performing Arts Center • 1707 16th Street, Vero Beach, FL 
VBO Office: 772-569-6993 • Online Ticketing: VeroBeachOpera.org

VBO Corporate Sponsor
Season Sponsor

N E W  A M A Z I N G  S O U N D S 
       A R E  O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N .

T I C K E T S  O N  S A L E  N O W  O R L A N D O P H I L .O R G

CLASSICS SERIES 

GERSHWIN’S CONCERTO IN F
January 8, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.

POPS SERIES 
KINGS OF SOUL—MARVIN GAYE, SMOKEY 
ROBINSON, JAMES BROWN, & MORE! 
January 15, 2022  at 3:30 and 7:30 p.m.

FOCUS SERIES  

AN EVENING OF MOZART & BEETHOVEN
January 24, 2022

FOCUS SERIES  

STAR OF TOMORROW
February 28, 2022

POPS SERIES 

THE CELTIC TENORS
March 12, 2022  at 3:30 and 7:30 p.m. 

CLASSICS SERIES

GIL SHAHAM PLAYS BEETHOVEN
March 5, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. 

O U R  C I T Y. 
       Y O U R  O R C H E S T R A .
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HOLIDAY WEEKDAY MATINEES 
Home for the Holidays
Wed, Nov 24 • 3:30 pm

Christmas in Connecticut
Wed, Dec 1 • 3:30 pm

White Christmas
Wed, Dec 8 • 3:30 pm

Home Alone
Wed, Dec 15 • 3:30 pm

A Christmas Story
Wed, Dec 22 • 3:30 pm

Scrooged
Wed, Dec 29 • 3:30 pm

SATURDAY MATINEE CLASSIC
It’s a Wonderful Life
Sat, Dec 11 • 12:00 pm

CULT CLASSICS
National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation
Tues, Dec 14 • 9:30 pm
In 35mm!

Lethal Weapon
Tues, Dec 28 • 9:30 pm
In 35mm!

SPECIAL PROGRAM
Rare Exports
Sat, Dec 18 • 12 pmPOPCORN FLICKS IN THE PARK

The Santa Clause
preceded by Frosty’s Winter 

Wonderland
Fri, Dec 3 • 7:00 pm

FREE in Central Park!
Presented by 

Computer Business Consultants, Inc.

LETTERS TO SANTA
Featuring Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch

Children receive a letter 
writing kit to craft their wish 

list for Santa! 
Sun, Dec 5 • 11:15 am

Visit Enzian.org for details.

TWELVE DAYS OF

ANNUAL
ENZIAN 

TRADITION

ANNUAL
ENZIAN 

TRADITION

Learn More at Enzian.org

NOV 19 - DEC 19, 2021 JAN 21 - FEB 6, 2022

FEB 25 - MAR 13, 2022 APR 22 - MAY 22, 2022 JUL 8 - JUL 31, 2022

* company debut

RACHEL QUERREVELD*  |  Annina
HOMETOWN: Sarasota, FL

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Gretchen, The Red Mill - 

College Light Opera Company (MA)
Enid, The Interaction Effect - 

American Opera Project (NY)
Rapunzel, OPERApunzel - Discover Opera! (NY)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Bella, King For A Day - Opera Orlando
Countess Ceprano, Rigoletto - Opera Orlando
Lizzie, Lizbeth - Opera Orlando

sponsored by Elizabeth Brothers

TORLEF BORSTING  |  Marc D’Obigny
HOMETOWN: Hilo, HI

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Count Almaviva, Le nozze di Figaro, 2019
Sonora, The Girl of the Golden West, 2020
Father, Hansel & Gretel, 2021

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Leporello, Don Giovanni - Indianapolis Opera
Germont, La Traviata - Opera San Jose (CA)
Horace Tabor, The Ballad of Baby Doe - 

Berkeley Opera (CA)

sponsored by Elizabeth Conklin

TODD DONOVAN  |  Doctor Granville
HOMETOWN: Treasure Island, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Leporello, Don Giovanni, 2017

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Scarpia, Tosca - St. Petersburg Opera (FL)
Figaro, Le nozze di Figaro - 

Winter Opera St. Louis (MO)
Olin Blitch, Susannah, St. Petersburg Opera (FL)

sponsored by Joan & Harry Travis

GEOFFREY PETERSON*  |  Baron
HOMETOWN: Ithaca, NY

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Doctor, Highway 1 USA - 

Opera Theatre of St. Louis (MO)
Pastor/Promoter/Walter White, Marian’s Song - 

Houston Grand Opera (TX)
King Melchior, Amahl and the Night Visitors - 

Opera in the Heights (TX)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Augustus, The Secret River - Opera Orlando
La Rocca, King for a Day - Opera Orlando
Marullo, Rigoletto - Opera Orlando

sponsored by Swantje & Mitch Levin
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LOGAN WEBBER* |  Gaston
HOMETOWN: Colorado Springs, CO

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Tito, La clemenza di Tito - A.J. Fletcher Opera 
(NC) Daniel Buchanan, Street Scene - 

Virginia Opera
Dallas, Service Provider - Hawaii Opera Theater

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Eduardo, King for a Day - Opera Orlando
Borsa, Rigoletto - Opera Orlando 

sponsored by Leila Trismen

STEPHANIE RHODES RUSSELL*  |  conductor
HOMETOWN: Dallas, TX

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Conductor, Opera in the Park - Madison Opera (WI)
Conductor, Eugene Onegin - Wolf Trap Opera (VA)
Conducting Fellow - Fort Worth Symphony

sponsored by John Parker & Deede Sharpe

GRANT PREISSER  |  stage director & 
scenic designer

HOMETOWN: Chicago, IL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Stage Director, Death of Ivan Ilych, 2021
Stage Director, Hansel & Gretel, 2021
Stage Director, Die Fledermaus, 2020

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Stage Director, Death of Ivan Ilych - 

Thompson Street Opera Company (IL)
Stage Director, Frida - Opera Steamboat (CO)
Stage Director, Alcina - University of Michigan

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Stage Director, Hansel & Gretel - 

Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra (NY)
Scenic Designer, The Secret River - Opera Orlando
Scenic Designer, Rigoletto - Opera Orlando

sponsored by Mary & Frank Doherty

THE PRODUCTION TEAM

SPECIAL 
THANKS!

Broadway United
Methodist Church

St. John Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Orlando Health

Sundance Printing
Orlando Ballet

Geraldine Preisser
Todd Weaver

Bea Hoelle Hawes
Bill Losen

Judith Thompson
Cheryl Belfay & Eric Schwab
Sandra Hults & Larry Cirillo

Sheila Sheehan
Sherry Bremer

Sharon Molthen
Dr. Phillips Center

for the Performing Arts
Staff & Production Crew

All the many volunteers who help 
bring the splendor of opera to 

Central Florida.

SI
XT

Y 
YEA

RS OF INSPIRATIO
N

1961 - 2021

60

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF INSPIRATION
polasek.org   633 Osceola Avenue,  Winter Park, FL  32789 

CELEBRATE 50 YEARS

CELEBRATE 50 YEARS

OF MAGIC!

OF MAGIC!

Join the CFCArts Symphony Orchestra as we celebrate 50

years of magic with fun, family-friendly music from Disney

attractions including The Haunted Mansion, Soarin’, and

Pirates of the Caribbean; nighttime spectaculars like Wishes,

Fantasmic, and Illuminations: Reflections of Earth; and a

wide variety of movies like UP, Frozen, and The Lion King.

NOVEMBER 4-5

NOVEMBER 4-5

NORTHLAND CHURCH

NORTHLAND CHURCH

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

CFCARTS.COM/EVENTS

CFCARTS.COM/EVENTS
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NATE WHEATLEY  |  Ligting Designer
HOMETOWN: Kansas City, MO

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Lighting Designer, Hansel & Gretel, 2021
Lighting Designer, Die Fledermaus, 2020
Lighting Designer, All is Calm, 2019

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Lighting Designer, Platée - 

Des Moines Metro Opera (IA)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Lighting Designer, Rigoletto - Opera Orlando 

HOPE GRIFFIN  |  Stage Manager
HOMETOWN: Orlando, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Asst. Stage Manager, Carmen, 2021
Asst. Stage Manager, 

Amahl and the Night Visitors, 2019
Wardrobe Assistant, Pagliacci/Pulcinella, 2019

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Production Stage Manager, Barber of Seville - 

Opera Steamboat (CO)
Stage Manager, Aida - Osceola Arts (FL)
Asst. Stage Manager, Once - Theater West End (FL) 

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Asst. Stage Manager, 2022 Season - 

Palm Beach Opera (FL) 

OPERAORLANDO
CHORUS

SOPRANOS
Jennifer Boles
Nicole Carrion

Mariangel Cestari
Erin Cheeseborough

Kassy Eugene 
Kiryung “Kelly” Kim

ALTOS
Dorea Cook

Selina Fernandez
Chadonné Whiskey

TENORS
Andrew Campbell

James Kelley
Chris Teixeira 
John Teixiera

BASSES
Rolin Alexis

Makendy Jacob
Seth Elsheimer

Miguel Montalvo

DANCERS from the ORLANDO BALLET
Kate Gardiner

Breanna Justus
Reese Rengstl
Olivia Sparling
Francis Mihm

David West

SUPERS
Evan Couch

Guillaume Labelle
James Sang Lee

ENSEMBLE

* company debut

CHELSEA GALLO*  |  Assistant Conductor
 & Chorus Master

HOMETOWN: Detroit, MI

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
Masters Diploma - Vienna Conservatory (Austria)
Doctorate of Musical Arts - University of Michigan
Conducting Fellow - Dallas Opera, TX - current

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Staff Conductor - 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra - current
Assistant Conductor -

Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra - current
Director of Orchestras - Loyola University (LA)

ANN LOUISE PIANO*  |  Costume Designer
HOMETOWN: Thornton, CO

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Costume Designer, Barber of Seville - 

Opera Steamboat (CO)
Costume Designer, Agrippina - 

Eklund Opera University of Colorado- Boulder
Costume Designer, Tosca - Bravo!Vail (CO)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Costume Coordinator, The Shining - Opera Colorado
Costume Designer, Guys & Dolls - 

Eklund Opera University of Colorado - Boulder
Costume Designer, Rigoletto - Opera Orlando

MILA MAKAROVA  |  Choreographer
HOMETOWN: Maitland, FL

OPERA ORLANDO ENGAGEMENTS
Ilina (Phantasmagoria) Pagliacci/Pulcinella, 2019 
Super, The Girl of the Golden West, 2020 
Choreographer, Die Fledermaus, 2020

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Ilina & Choreographer, Phantasmagoria - 

2010-present (FL)

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Choreographer, Rigoletto - Opera Orlando

JASON ESTRADA*  |  Hair & Makeup Designer
HOMETOWN: Atlanta, GA

PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS
Wig & Makeup Designer, Suor Angelica - 

Piedmont Opera (NC)
Wig & Makeup Designer, Gianni Schicchi - 

Piedmont Opera (NC)
Wig and Makeup Designer, Barber of Seville - 

Opera Steamboat (CO)
UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS
Wig & Makeup Designer, Matilda - 

Syracuse Stage (NY)
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Harriett’s Orlando Ballet Centre
600 N. Lake Formosa Drive

Orlando, FL 32803

OrlandoBallet.org

Year-Round • Ages 14+

Orlando Ballet School offers classes 
for teens/adults interested in 

innovative ways to stay fit and have 
fun! Class styles include Ballet, 

BeMoved®, Gentle BeMoved® Latin 
Cardio, Ballet Fitness and many 

more!
 Prices: 
1 Hour Class:
• $15 per class
• $130/10-class card 
    (Expires 120 days after purchase)

ORLANDO PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

ORCHESTRA

FIRST VIOLIN
Rimma Bergeron-Langlois, concertmaster

The Lynn and Charles Steinmetz Chair
Annabelle Gardiner, associate concertmaster

The Jeanne and John Blackburn Chair
Sarah Arnold, assistant concertmaster

Sacha Phelps
Joni Hanze 

SECOND VIOLIN
Alexander Stevens, principal

Victor Ferroni
Julia Gessinger

VIOLA
Peter Dutilly, principal

The Dr. Jefferson & Mrs. June Flowers Chair
Douglas Pritchard
Melissa Swedberg

CELLO
Ronald Gardiner, principal

Brenda Higgins

BASS
Robert Kennon, principal

Trent Harper

FLUTE
Claudia White, principal

The Mary and Frank J. Doherty Chair

OBOE
Jamie Strefeler, principal

In Partnership with UCF

CLARINET
Nikolay Blagov, principal

The Mary and Frank J. Doherty Chair
Natalie Grata

BASSOON
Diane Bishop, principal

The Theodore R. Hassen Chair

HORN
Kathleen Thomas, principal

Mark Fischer
The Carolyn Blice 2nd Horn Chair

TRUMPET
Michael Fee, principal
The Stephen Goldman Chair

BASS TROMBONE
Brian Brink, principal

TIMPANI
Carl Rendek, principal

The Kenneth and Ann Hicks Murrah Chair

HARP
Haley Rhodeside, principal
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OPERAORLANDO
STAFF

Gabriel Preisser, general director
Grant Preisser, artistic director

Russell P. Allen, development director
Emily DeNardo, company manager

Beatriz Ramirez, patron services manager
Sarah Purser, community engagement coordinator

Carol Stuckey, financial controller
Tyler Thomas, technical director

Evan Couch, social media coordinator
Ashley Magill, staff assistant 

Susan Speicher, editor-at-large

 

 

 

Join Our Email List to View Available
Wines at Great Prices with Local

Delivery Included!
 

winterparkwine@gmail.com
Facebook/Instagram @winterparkwine

(407) 741-3598
 

OPERAORLANDO
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John T. Wettach Jr., president
Kathy Cressey, president elect

Sherry Bremer, 1st vice president
Aaron Penfield, 2nd vice president

Nancy Wagers, secretary
Michael Hsu, treasurer

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

Frank Paul Barber
Alecia DuPont

Roseann Harrington
Judith Kosivars

Guillaume Labelle
Vincent LaRuffa
Chevalier Lovett

John Parker

Stephanie Rash
Angie Ritti
Julia Rudez
Deede Sharpe
Lizette Valarino
Rita Wilkes
Mark Wright
Armand Zilioli, M.D.

EMERITUS BOARD MEMBERS

Marilyn Abrahamson
Patricia Engelhardt

Ann Fox
Bea Hancock

Judy Lee

Carol Meijer
Dr. Margaret Miller
Barbara Robbinson
Judith Thompson

YOUTHCOMPANY
STAFF

Robin Jensen, founder & director
Timothy Williams, acting coach 

OPERAORLANDO
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Annie Burridge 
general director & CEO  |  Austin Opera

Mark Campbell 
Pulitzer Prize-winning opera librettist

Thomas Potter 
head of voice faculty  |  University of Central Florida

Brian Staufenbiel 
creative director  |  Opera Parallèle

Bryce West
philanthropist  |  Bryce L. West Foundation

Darren K. Woods
general director | Seagle Music Colony

HOME2 SUITES BY HILTON  
ORLANDO DOWNTOWN

407.839.3331  |  Home2OrlandoDowntown.com

HILTON GARDEN INN  
ORLANDO DOWNTOWN

407.648.4171  |  HGIOrlandoDowntown.com
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For over 20 years, 
the Sherrill Milnes VOICE Programs 
have been training emerging artists 
to reach their greatest potential with 
programs in Georgia, Florida, Illinois, 

New York and online!

To learn more about our programs 
and join our mailing list visit

VOICExperienceFoundation.org

Sherrill Milnes, Artistic Director
Maria Zouves, Executive Director
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December 3–5  | 16–19
S P O N S O R E D  B Y

drphillipscenter.org | 4O7.839.0119

orlandoballet.org

THANKS!
2021-22 VIVA VERDI! SEASON

SPONSORS & PARTNERS

This project is funded in part by United Arts of Central Florida, home 
of OrlandoAtPlay.com and UAArtsEd.com, and by Orange County 

Government through the Arts & Cultural Affairs Program

Opera Orlando Inc. is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Contributions and gifts are fully tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

PLATINUM

GOLD

ST. JOHN
LUTHERAN CHURCH

OF WINTER PARK

SILVER
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private dinner w/ executive & artistic director 

lunch with MainStage artist  

lunch/golf w/ general director  

invitation to board annual meeting   

Invitation to exclusive MainStage
artists cocktail parties   

invitation to MainStage dress rehearsals    

backstage tour of the production     

invitation to fall Studio Artist donor party      

lunch/bridge w/ development director      

invitation opening night after-parties        

subscription to Meet the Artists
and Behind the Scenes emails         

company t-shirt & name tag         

$2
5,

00
0

$1
0,

00
0

$5
,0

00

$2
,5

00

$1
,5

00

$1
,0

00

$5
00

$2
50

$1
00

DONOR BENEFITS
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DIRECTORS CIRCLE ($25,000.00 and UP)

Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation
Susan & Laurence T. Costin 
Mary & Frank Doherty *
Elinor & T.W. Miller Foundation
Krista & Jonathan Ledden *
Melissa & Robert Kohn
Helen Hall Leon
Orange County Arts and Cultural Affairs
Audrey & John Ruggieri * 
Margery L. Pabst Steinmetz & Charles Steinmetz
United Arts of Central Florida 

PRODUCERS CIRCLE ($10,000.00 to $24,999.00)

26 Health, Inc.
Central Florida Foundation Inc
Ruth Ann & Stephen F. Heller Md *
Kathleen & Steven Miller *+
Sharon Molthen *
Deede Sharpe ^ & John D. Parker *^ 
Frank Santos *
In Memory of Dan Dantin
Ginsburg Family Foundation * 
State of Florida Department of Finance
State of Florida Arts and Cultural Affairs 
Sundance Group LLC 
Elaine & Scott Taylor *
Universal Orlando Foundation

ARTIST PATRONS SOCIETY ($5,000.00 to $9,999.00)

Sherry Bremer *+^ 
Edyth Bush Charitable Foundation
Roda Carter
Elizabeth Nerius Conklin *
Kathy Cressey *^+
Jane & Charles Gibbons * 
Gracia Belle Livingston Foundation Inc
Bea Hoelle Hawes *
Swantje & Mitch Levin *
Alan Olejniczak *
Mary Palmer *
The Dr. P. Phillips Foundation
Dr. Phillips Charities *
Joan & Harry Travis *
Leila Trismen *+
Nancy Wagers *^

BRAVO SOCIETY ($2,500.00 to $4,999.00)

Elizabeth Brothers
Steven Clawson
City of Orlando

Roseann Harrington ^
Marjorie Hill

Rita Lowndes *
Massey Services *
Suzanne McGuire

Rita ^ & Shelburn Wilkes *

BENEFACTOR SOCIETY ($1,500.00 to $2,499.00)

Russell P. Allen *+
Christine & Hans Bucheli *

Lauren Coy
Jocelyn & Andre Deprez *
Randolph & Susan Fields *

Michael Haye
Sonya Hough
Larry Kellogg

The Labelle Family ^
Cynthia & Alexander Mackinnon*

Steven Nakagawa *
Gift In memory of CAPT. Gordon R Nakagawa, USN (Ret.)

Stephanie Rash ^
Julia ^ & Ante Rudez *

 
PARTNER ($1,000.00 to $1,499.00)

Judith & David Albertson *
Janet & Michael Allen *

Kathy & Thomas Cardwell *
Susan Caronia
ANONYMOUS

Catherine Ciullo *
Francie & Wayne Dear *

ANONYMOUS
Drusilla Farwell Foundation

Freddi & Jim Goodrich
Pamela & David Grimm
Audrey & Patrick Knipe *

Jennifer and Vincent Laruffa ^
Amy Lowndes & John T Wettach Jr. ^*

Gregoria Marrero *
Sonja & Anthony Nicholson

Dan O’Donnell *
Kim & Oliver Peters

LeAnne & Bruce Rapée *
Joan L. Sussman *

Susan & Joseph Warren *
Sara Widzer - Seniel Ostrow Foundation *

Alison & Armand Zilioli *^

SUSTAINER ($500.00 to $999.00)

Jacqueline Abrams 
ANONYMOUS
Frank Barber ^

Cheryl Belfay & Erik Schwab
Nancy Boyer

Rafael Castillo *
Central Florida Foundation Inc

Jason Chilton *
Hillary & Jay Cohen

Beryl Colbourn *
Cultural Arts Foundation

Judith Duda *
Lyndon & Alecia Dupont *

Judith Elliott +
Deborah & Larry  Halye *

Embry Kidd & A. Noni Holmes-Kidd
Judith Kovisars *^+

M. Shree Lakshmi RIS
Chevalier Lovett ^ & Kyle Petteway *

John H Martin Jr. *
Nancy McClure *
Ruth McDaniel *

Michael Mennello
Ada Jo Miller *+

Jacqueline Munns
Blair & Diane Murphy

Donna & Bruce Mylrea *+
Darbee & David Percival

John Perry
Julie Robinson
Pamela Rudder

Irene & Richard Sandler
Pat & Jim Schroeder *

Geanne & Adrian Share *
Jeffry Lynn Smith
Dennis Sobeck *

Clara & David Treitel
Lizette Valarino ^

Todd Weaver

OPERAORLANDO  |  DONORS
current as of October 15, 2021
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ASSOCIATE ($250.00 to $499.00)

Marilyn Abrahamson +
In Memory of Sam Lee
Millicent & Michael Adams
David B. Baer *
Robin & Bryan Benak
Patricia & Peter Booth
Mildred Bowman *
Thomas Brodrick *
Colleen Cleary
Carolyn G Coleman *
Beatriz & Erick Collado *
Cheryl & Thomas Collins
Lucia Crapps *
Gerald & Sandra Dooley *
Madison Gay +
Robert Gill *
Nadia Greenidge
Carol & James Griffin *
Ronald Alan Hale
Beatrice Hancock *
Georgiana & Adrian Havill
Michael Hsu ^
Mandy Jarrett
Etta Jean & Frank Juge
Eliza & Matthew Juliano *
Henrietta & Marc Katzen
Mary Kelsh +
Magge Lakshmi
Gabrielle & Michael McCormick
Virginia Meany
David Odahowski
Virginia Osborne *
Angie Ritti^ & Richard Kohn*
Kara & Charles Roberston
Rebecca & Charles Roper
Melissa & Phillip Sublette *
Neshea Thompson
Catherine Moss Warner *
Adrian & Mark Wright-Ahern^

FRIEND ($100.00 to $249.00)

Nancy Albright
Nicholas Ali *
Amazon Hose & Rubber *
Beatriz Andrekovich
Vanessa Ballam
William & Barby Barbara
David & Bridgette Baten *
Brian Brink *
Tobin & Michael Baum
Michael Borowitz

Claudia & Whitney Breese
Robert & Patricia Brigham *

John & Lee Bruno
Elisabeth Buck

Maryann & Robert Cassell *
Kirsten & Keith Chambers

Kevin Ciullo
Sharon & Paul Conway

Mickey Cook *
Anne & Dorian Coppenhaver

Gisela Corbett
Jasmin Cowin

Stacey & Derrick Cox
Mary & Lloyd Croatt *

Ethel Danhof
Alan Davis

Christopher Denion
Randi Ellefson

Patricia Engelhardt
Sandra Engleman

Lisa & Dykes Everett * 
Kelly & Paul Faber *

George Fender
Ann Fox *

Framing of Central Florida
Maria Frasca *

Mary Anne Freyer *
Nicole & Brian Furgala

Kathleen Gierok +
Sandy & Joseph Gigliotti

Marcia Hope & Kenneth Goodwin *
Janice Gruber *

Kelly & Peter Gutensohn
Karen Haas

ANONYMOUS
Lorraine Hamula
Robert Harper *
Nancy Harvey
Pati Haworth +

Rachel Heimovics & Matitahu Braun*
Donna Hoffman *

Kathie & Charles Horman 
Sandra Hults & Larry Cirillo *

John Hunter
Eve Irene

Tiffany Jeffers
Karen & Scott Jennemann *

Nancy Jerome *
Dennis Jesse

Laurie & Isaac Kielmovitch
Anita & Gernot Köhler
Molly Kostenbauder

Yen-Yen Kressel

Eva Krzewinski
Patricia Lancaster

Stuart Lilie *
William Losen

Everett McCorvey
Kathleen McKee Brenner

Genean McKinnon
George Meier
ANONYMOUS

Andrew Minear
Carolyn Minear

Sigrid & George Morris *+
Irene Morrissee
Michael Murphy

Ann Hicks Murrah *
Stephanie & Joseph Nagelsen

Kenneth Ng
Paul Oppedisano *

Judith & Gene Patrizzi
Carrie & Ronald Patterson

Aaron Penfield ^
Lesley & Daniel Podberesky

Geraldine Preisser
Carole & Charles Racansky *

Kimberly  Randall & Thomas Potter *
Catherine Reischmann *

Barbara Robbinson *
Charlotte Roberts

Tara & Robert Rollins
Carole & Evin Rubin

William Russell
Joanne Schoelkopf

Rebecca & Charles Sloan
Susan & Terry Speicher *

Elisa Spencer-Kaplan
Barbara & George Stedronsky

Sigrid Stockhammer
Ken Stoops

Charyl Tabscott +
Patrick Tanner

Judith Thompson *
Matthew Umbers

Brian Vencill
Diana Weiner

Nanci Yuronis

* United Arts Donor
^ Opera Orlando Board Member

+ In Memory Of Dr. Lawrence Wagers
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LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS

Sherry Bremer 
Elizabeth Brothers
George Fender
Carol Stanley Fenner
Ellen Guenette in Memory of Irwin Nebelkopf 
Bea Hoelle-Hawes
Germaine Bruyere Haserot
Regina Pasche
Nancy Phipps
Suze & Heinz Rehfuss
Deede Sharpe & John Parker
Judi Thompson
Rita & Shelburn Wilkes

Remembering Opera Orlando in your estate plans is a 
thoughtful way to be a part of opera’s enduring legacy. 
Direct your bequest or charitable planned gift to Opera 
Orlando and be a part of Opera Orlando’s Legacy Society.

2021-22 OPERA ORLANDO AMBASSADORS

Douglas Ackerman
Beatriz Andrekovich
Janet & Michael Allen
Tobin Baum
Mildred Bowman
Patricia & Peter Booth
Nancy Boyer
Sherry Bremer
Patricia & Robert Brigham
John Bruno
Steven Clawson
Colleen Cleary
Anne & Dorian Coppenhaver
Susan & Laurence T. Costin
Stacey & Derrick Cox
Kathy Cressey
Mary & Frank Doherty
Sandra & Jerry Dooley
Carol Ducas
Patricia Engelhardt 
Judith Elliott & Sage Hansen
Roseann Harrington
Jane & Charles Gibbons
Nadia Greenidge
Carol Griffin & James W. Small Jr. 
Ronald Alan Hale
Deborah & Larry Halye
Georgianna & Adrian Havill
Ruth Ann & Stephen Heller

Bea Hoelle
Etta Jean & Frank Juge
Eliza & Matthew Juliano

Eric Kahn & Edward Bryant
Mary Kelsh

Embry Kidd & A. Noni Holmes-Kidd.
Molly Kostenbauder

Judith Kovisars & Bill Miller
Anna & Guillaume Labelle

Patricia Lancaster
Helen Leon

William Losen
Amy Lowndes & John T. Wettach Jr. 

John Martin
Ada Jo Miller

Kathleen & Steven Miller
Gabrielle & Michael McCormick

Kathleen McKee Brenner 
Carol Meijer

Sigrid & George Morris
Michael Murphy

Donna & Bruce Mylrea
Steven Nakagawa

Mary Palmer
Judith & Gene Patrizzi

Darbee & David Percival
John Perry

Lesley & Daniel Podberesky
Christina & Gabriel Preisser

Bruce & LeAnne Rapée
Stephanie Rash

Angie Ritti & Richard Kohn
Tara & Robert Rollins

Pamela Rudder
Julia & Ante Rudez

Audrey & John Ruggieri
Frank Santos

Paola & Rolando Sanz-Guerrero
Deede Sharpe & John Parker

Dennis Sobeck
Susan & Terry Speicher

Elaine & Scott Taylor
Clara & David Treitel

Leila Trismen
Nancy Wagers

Rita & Shelburn Wilkes
Nanci Yuronis



Business
Continuity

Managed 
IT Services

Key
Consulting

Cloud
Solutions

Internet/Data
Management

Phone
Solutions

Providing professional IT services for over 10 years. 

407.288.8228
www.msgrouponline.com

Winter Park / Maitland

THE ART OF FINE LIVING
T H E  M A Y F L O W E R  A T  W I N T E R  P A R K

WE’RE EXPANDING,  TOO!
Construction has begun on our new Bristol Landing neighborhood!

CALL TODAY: 407.672.1620

Elegant, maintenance-free senior living in a resort-like setting. Gracious 
hospitality and luxury amenities. Outstanding service and proven performance. 
A vibrant, stimulating lifestyle. The Mayflower at Winter Park offers it all –  
plus guaranteed onsite long-term healthcare – in a safe, secure environment 
that gives you, and your loved ones, ultimate peace of mind.  

If you’re considering a Life Plan Community, don’t hesitate. To learn more, 
email taylor@themayflower.com or call to schedule an in-person tour.

The Mayflower: Elevating senior living to an art form.

88141 PRAD OO 8/2021

1620 MAYFLOWER COURT   |    WINTER PARK,  FL 32792   |    407.672.1620   |    THEMAYFLOWER.COM
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