
 

 

 

Save the Date! 

the 

Libretto 
Opera Orlando Youth Training Program 

FOT has a new name: 
Opera Orlando 

As reported in the Orlando Sentinel on January 18, 2016:   With 

a new name, new leadership and stepped-up programming, 

Orlando's grass-roots organization devoted to opera is hoping 

to hit new high notes. 

"We're ready to take the next step," said John Wettach, 
president of the board of directors for Opera Orlando, formerly 
Florida Opera Theatre.  (Continued on pg. 2) 

Read-In 
Feb. 21st 

Spring Fever  
Apr. 9th 

OOYC will enter- 

tain in downtown 

Winter Garden at 

Spring Fever. 

Spring Opera 
Apr. 22-24 
Children’s Chorus 

will perform in 

Opera Orlando’s 

Les Mamelles de 

Tiresias. 

W I N T E R  2 0 1 6  

MET Auditions 
Donec porta justo quis mi. Morbi 

tincidunt eros at ipsum. Proin eu sem 

vitae urna volutpat lobortis. 

Suspendisse sodales euismod felis. 

Aliquam quis quam. Fusce et metus id 

orci porta consequat. Fusce placerat 

suscipit magna. Nam pellentesque.  

Nullam ut lorem 

Praesent sed lorem 

Donec consequat.  

Nunc malesuada orci non arcu. 

Aliquam erat volutpat. 

Maecenas enim ante, feugiat ac, 

tincidunt sit amet, ullamcorper 

aliquet, nisl. Etiam bibendum faucibus 

justo. Pellentesque habitant morbi 

tristique senectus et netus et 

malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. 

Celebrate African 

American 

literature in 

poetry, story and 

song at Library 

Central. 

The National Council Auditions is a 
program designed to discover 
promising young opera singers and 
assist in the development of their 
careers. 

The auditions are held annually in 
thirteen Regions of the Untied States 
and Canada. There are forty Districts 
within these Regions, each providing 
an opportunity for talented singers to 
enter the auditions at the local level.  

The MONC Florida District will be 
holding auditions on Jan. 16th starting 
at 10am at Trinity Prep School in 
Winter Park. A wonderful team of 
volunteers, headed by District 
Director Swantje Levin and Auditions 
Manager Joan Travis, strives to make 
the Florida auditions a positive, well-
organized experience for the singers 
and a pleasant day of great music for 
our audience members. There is no 
charge however donations are 
welcome and used as prize money for 
the winners. 
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"We really want to get out into the community and 
expand our relationships and partnerships," said 
Preisser, who was raised in Apopka and met his 
future wife at West Orange High School. "That's how 
you build a community for opera." 
Part of that community-building will include recitals 
and films leading up to each production, said David 
Sckolnik, a former music critic now advising Opera 
Orlando on marketing. 
The changes will not affect current relationships. 
Opera Orlando will still supply singers for the 
Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra's spring production 
of "The Magic Flute." The Phil typically has produced 
a concert staging of an opera each season since 
Orlando Opera's collapse. 
The Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts will 
again host the next full production, a comic double 
bill of Mozart's "The Impresario" and Francis 
Poulenc's "Les Mamelles de Tirésias." Leading up to 
that production will be a series of presentations and 
performances dubbed "A Boisterous Rebirth for 
Opera in Orlando." 
The new initiatives will require an increased focus on 
fundraising, said Wettach, who acknowledged that 
could be challenging: "It's been a tougher road than 
some people thought it would be." 
But the passing of time has dulled what Wettach 
termed the "bad taste" left in the mouths of opera 
supporters after the demise of Orlando Opera. 
"Donors and sponsors we've talked to are past the 
bad feelings," he said. "We can now do great shows 
that generate buzz, and I think that will bring the 
public along, that will bring donors along." Connor's 
position will have an emphasis on raising money 
through sponsorships and grants, he said. 
Returning Orlando to the organization's name also 
will help build community, Wettach said: "We're a 
recognizable city, it locates us." 
Preisser was an advocate for the name change; the 
opera performances he saw in Orlando inspired him 
to make singing his career. 
"I have vivid memories of Orlando Opera and was 
very disappointed when it closed," Preisser said. "I 
want to have a viable opera company in my 
hometown." 
Wettach credited the tenacity of the Florida Opera 
Theatre volunteers, who raised the necessary funds 
to hire professional performers and directors for 
many small-scale productions through the years, for 
keeping the organization viable. 
"We wouldn't be able to do this if it weren't for 
them," Wettach said. "It's a progression, it's an 
evolution. They have absolutely kept the flame alive." 

 
 
 
 
 
    

The group announced this week that two 
professionals with national reputations will take the 
helm full-time — a level of commitment to the genre 
not seen since the collapse of Orlando Opera in 2009. 
After that company went bankrupt, a small but 
fiercely devoted group of volunteers formed Florida 

Opera Theatre to stage small-scale productions and 
recitals. 
 
Opera Orlando's new executive and artistic director, 
Gabriel Preisser of Orlando, hopes to expand the 
audience for the centuries-old art form by 

reimagining classic works, creating site-specific 
productions in unconventional spaces and developing 
special programs for children and young 
professionals. 
 
Winter Park native Vincent Connor, a bass-baritone 

also known for his stage directing, will report to 
Preisser as the group's general director. The two met 
while students at Florida State University and have 

worked with a long list of opera artists around the 
country. 
 
"I have a lot of connections in the industry," said 

Preisser, a lyric baritone who plans to cast 
productions with a mix of local and out-of-town 
talent. 
 
Preisser's ideas are in line with many up-and-coming 
opera companies nationwide, said Marc A. Scorca, 

president of Opera America, an advocacy and support 
organization based in New York. 
 
"We're seeing really big growth in the number of 
smaller opera companies," said Scorca, citing bustling 
opera scenes in cities such as St. Louis, Minneapolis, 
San Francisco and Boston. "And we see plenty of 
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Youth Company Spring Performances 

African American Read-In 
Orlando Public Library 

Library Central 
Feb. 21, 2:40 pm 

 
The Youth Company will be participating in this 
celebration of African American literature in poetry, 
story, and song. This is part of the 26th annual National 

African American Read-In.  

http:/
/ww
w.ocl
s.info
/prog

Poulenc’s Les Mamelles de Tiresias 
Friday April 22nd and Saturday April 23rd at 7:30  

Sunday April 24th at 2pm 
Jim & Alexis Pugh Theatre at the Dr. Phillips Center 

for the Performing Arts  
The Children’s Chorus will perform with in Opera 
Orlando’s production along with members of the 

Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra under the musical 
direction of Michael Sakir and script adaptation and 

stage direction by Eric Pinder. This is a double billing 
with Mozart’s Impresario. 

OperaOrlando.org  

Mozart’s The Magic Flute 
May 21st 

Place: TBD 
We will be performing our version of Mozart’s The 
Magic Flute, a simple fairy tale concerning a 
damsel in distress and the handsome prince who 
rescues her. 

 

Spring Fever in the Garden 
April 9 - 1:00-2:00 pm 

Opera Orlando Youth Program 
entertaining in downtown Winter 

Garden, in front of City Hall. 
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FMEA 2016 All-State 
Many of our students were chosen to participate 

at All-State in a variety of categories. Pictured 

here are Sarah O’Dell, Robert Cohenstrom and 

Mia Perrotta – all smiles! They performed with 

the All-State Middle School Mixed Chorus. 

From Opus to Opera 
 

Last year our youth program reached out to Middle School students with “Build An Opera, Build A 
Community”. We had such a successful program that we decided to reach out again and provide 
another special program to children who wouldn’t have the opportunities to experience the arts, 
music, song and dance.  
 
We have partnered with English Estate Elementary school and the 21st Century Title 1 program to 
assist in creating a musical production where children from grades K-5 will bring a musical idea to 
life through singing. Karen Sorin (who was our writer with “Build An Opera”) is working after 
school with 80 children. These children are at risk children who come from very poor socio 
economic families. Many of them do not have music or dance as part of their academic day. We will 
be helping them work on the music part of the production. Amado Bobadillo will be working with 
them weekly to build their voices and learn songs. Robin Jensen will be introducing them to opera. 
On Jan. 25th, Robin will be taking a UCF senior voice major out to sing for them. Liana Stephens is a 
coloratura who sings all the high stuff filled with lots of fireworks. It will be the beginning of 
bringing opera and music out to these kids. We will have a final performance, free to the public in 
May.  
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Don't miss "Music and Words of Love" - Florida Opera Theatre's 4th annual 

Valentine's program at the home of John and Audrey Ruggieri, February 14th, 

2016 with lunch at 1pm and musical program at 2pm (desserts to follow). This 

year's concert features 4 fabulous opera singers with international resumes 

singing some of the most notoriously difficult arias in the repertoire, including 

the Queen of the Night aria, "Ah Mes Amis," and others. The program will also 

feature famous love duets from Opera and Music Theatre. 

 

For tickets: http://operaorlando.org/valentines-concert 

There are several ways to BE A 
PART of Opera Orlando. Advertise 
with us, join us, sponsor us, and 

more... Be a part of the action, the 
fun, the magic that is Opera Orlando 

- Orlando's premiere opera 
company. 

 
Learn how at  

www.OperaOrlando.org/more 

http://operaorlando.org/valentines-concert


 

 

 

Our Partners 
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Special thanks to our partners, without whom we could not 

provide the students of Orlando and Central Florida this 

unique opportunity to learn about opera, classical music, 

performance techniques and have lots of fun in a nurturing 

and accepting atmosphere. Please patronize and businesses 

and establishments listed and let them know that you value 

their commitment to our program. 

Newsletter created by Bea Hancock, VP of Education for Opera Orlando.  If you have 
any updates, news, pictures, video, events you would like to share please email me at 

beahancock@hotmail.com 

The purpose of Opera Orlando is to 
produce opera and to encourage the 
development and appreciation of the 
singing, performance and production 
arts.   

The Timucua Arts 

white house 

Opera Orlando Inc. is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. Contributions and 
gifts are fully tax-deductible to the extent 

allowed by the law. 
 


